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man in politics? 

Nigel Farage has delivered on his dream but what will a Brexit 
mean for the county? Full Kent results inside 









Isn’t it time for a 
New Garage Door? 

With the VECELL1 SALE, the 
decision’s made so much easier 

Our top of the range electric 'remote controlled' insulated aluminium 
rolling garage door -operated by hand held 'keyring' handset is 
currently reduced from a RRP of £2250 - to an amazing £799 

inc VAT & fitting. 

NOW JUST£799! 

INCLUDING VAT & FREE FITTING 


♦ Remote Control & keyring handset 

♦ Includes free internal manual override 

♦ All doors conform fully to EU safety directives 

♦ White as standard, other colours available - ask for details 

♦ Extremely secure auto-locking system 

♦ Full 12 month warranty# Bottom rubber weatherseal 

♦ Price is for any sized single sized door up to 8ft 6" wide 

♦ Double skinned aluminium with foam insulation 

CALL 01245 396910 

This special offer includes free fitting. 

The offer on our website does not include free fitting 
To benefit from this offer you should call: 01245 396910 

www.essatigaragedoors.co.uk 




Price includes: 
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Brexit is a triumph for 
Nigel Farage’s conviction 


LOVE him or loathe him, the political 
might of Nigel Farage has perhaps 
never been stronger than it is this 
weekend. 

Because the man from Westerham 
has single-handedly not only put the 
question of our European membership 
front and centre of British politics, but 
has now helped exit become a reality. 

It is not over-stating the case that 
he may indeed be the most influen¬ 
tial British politician in the country. 

All the more remarkable given 
that a little over a year ago, he was 
defeated in his bid to win the 
South Thanet seat in the 
general election, and 
immediately delivered on his 
promise to resign as the 
leader of Ukip. Albeit for 
about a day. Since then, he 
has endured a year where his 
party indulged in bitter 
in-fighting and he spent 
much of it out of 
view. 

Yet he returned 
to the spotlight in 


the final stages of the Leave cam¬ 
paign and help drive them over the 
finish line. Fears his public persona 
puts people off failed to materialise. 

Quite whether his influence will 
deliver the wealth and success for 
this nation remains to be seen. Yet 
his place in history is now assured. 

And just who would bet against 
Ukip merging back into the Tory 
party, now its key aim has been 
achieved, and Mr Farage taking a 
place in a future cabinet? It seems 
almost inevitable. 

For all of us now, however, we 
must be clear a vote for Brexit is 
not a vote against the migrants 
who come here to work and 
integrate into our societies, nor 
is it a vote against the peoples of 
Europe. On that we must stand 
firm and not falter. 

This nation has been enhanced 
by a blend of cultures while 
retaining its distinct 
personality and 
that must 
remain the case. 



■ Kent on Sunday and its journalists are committed to abiding by the Society of Editors Code 
of Practice. If you have a complaint which can’t be resolved by Kent on Sunday editor Chris 
Britcher (chris.britcher@archant.co.uk) please contact the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation, Gate House, 1 Farringdon Street, London, EC4M 7LG, or via complaints@ipso. 
co.uk. More information about IPSO and its regulations can be found at www.ipso.co.uk 


Contents 



News 

05 PCC’s £2m 
car contract 

Bid to secure vehicle 
for our streets 

07 Bluewater’s 
job promise 

Expansion could 
create 2,000 posts 

11 Freed after 
Chunnel walk 

Sudanese man faces 
court over entry route 

12 Strawberries 
served up 

Wimbledon starts on 
Monday and that 
means its berry time 


14 Colleges face 
crisis time 

Fears over vocational 
provision in Swale 

19 EU vote: All 
the results 

Every Kent district’s 
results in the big poll 

22 Dreamland’s 
£600kfunds 

Hedge fund bails out 
struggling theme park 
in bid to keep it alive 

26 Tiny moth’s 
big impact 

Farmers braced for an 
invasion of a highly 
damaging visitor 



28 Simply Red 
in concert 

Top band thrill crowd 
in Canterbury 

34 Stack the 
musical 

How travel chaos 
inspired stage show 

36 Fiona and co 
at roadshow 

Antiques Roadshow at 
Ightham Mote 


Plus 

Leisure . Page 39 

Eating Out . .Page 47 

Letters .Page 48 

Sport . .Page 55 


HOW TO CONTACT US... 

Publisher: Simon Irwin 
Email simon.irwin@archant.co.uk 
Editor: Chris Britcher 
Email chris. britcher@ archant. co ,uk 
Address: Kent House, 81 Station 
Road, Ashford TN23 1PP 
Editorial: News: 01233 653475 
Sport/Leisure: 01233 653479 
Email editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 
Advertising: 

Jobs/Notices: 01233 653461 
Business: 01233 653461 
Email appointments@kosmedia.co.uk 
Retail/Leisure/Motors: 01233 653461 
Email sales@kosmedia.co.uk 
Distribution: 01233 653470 

FOLLOW US ONLINE @ 

• kentnews.co.uk 

• kentnews.co.uk/mobile 

• jobsforkent.co.uk 

• homes24.co.uk 

• drive24.co.uk 

• twitter@kosmedia 

Published in Kent and printed by Archant Print, 
division of Archant Community Media Limited 
(Co Reg No 19300). Registered Office: Prospect 
House, Rouen Road, Norwich NR1 IRE 


ARCHANT 


kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


East 


Week ending June 26,2016 3 
































01227 767576 uiuiui.stellisons€lectrical.co.uk I euronics 

STGLUSONS 


THIS WEEKS INSTORE DEALS 



4 Week ending June 26, 2016 


kent-life.co.uk www.kentnews.co.uk 




















it Download your free 

Kent News iPhone 
and iPad App available 
at the Apple App Store 

□ 13 

n Follow us on 
Twitter @kosmedia or 
Facebook KOS Media 


r i 

£2.2m up for grabs in 
armoured vehicle hunt 



CONTRACT: Kent police and crime commissioner is inviting tenders for a new armoured vehicle 


Exclusive by Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


POLICE chiefs are on the hunt for 
an armoured vehicle to be used in 
incidents of major public disorder 
on the streets of the county, KoS 
can exclusively reveal. 

Matthew Scott, the recently- 
elected police and crime commis¬ 
sioner is inviting tenders for the 
provision of such a vehicle in a 
contract worth up to £2.2m. 

It will be used to replace the 
force’s current vehicle which police 
chiefs feel has gone beyond its shelf 
life. 

The out-going vehicle is likely to 
be recycled or sold on in an attempt 
to recoup some funds. 

A source close to Mr Scott 
refused to disclose details of the 
nature of the vehicle, claiming he 
wants potential contractors to be 
innovative and come up with fresh 
ideas of how to equip the vehicle so 
it is best fit for purpose. 

Home secretary Theresa May 
banned the use of water cannon in 
the UK last year but it is thought 
the vehicle will come well equipped 
to deal with public disorder. 

A framework agreement is in 


place that allows other police forces 
in the counties of Essex, Hertford¬ 
shire, Bedfordshire, Cambridge¬ 
shire, Norfolk and Suffolk to assess 
the vehicle Kent Police hopes to 
obtain and place a similar order 
should they wish. 

Therefore the value of the vehicle 
itself is a fraction of the £2.2m, 
which is the maximum amount 
the potential contractor could 
receive from selling to the seven 
forces. 


A spokesperson for the office of 
Mr Scott told KoS: “Each year the 
office of the Kent police and crime 
commissioner sets aside money for 
Kent Police to replace and refresh 
its vehicle fleet, to meet the needs 
of a modern police service. 

“The force’s existing armoured 
vehicle - a specialist vehicle for 
use in responding to major 
incidents - has reached the 
point where replacing it is 
economically more viable than 


its continued maintenance. 

“The tender contract includes an 
option to allow other police forces 
to buy from Kent’s chosen supplier 
as well. 

“This maximises the economies 
of scale and encourages potential 
suppliers to submit competitive 
bids, ensuring the best value price 
is secured.” 

The invitation of tenders closes 
on July 11, with the contract set to 
commence on August 1 this year. 


Rocks rain down on workers 
fixing damaged railway line 


Fallon forced to make 
an apology and pay 
compensation to imam 


CONSERVATIVE Michael Fallon has 
issued a public apology and agreed to 
pay to damages to an imam he 
described as an Islamic State supporter. 

Suliman Gani was at the centre of a 
storm during last month’s London 
mayoral election campaign when 
senior Conservatives including Mr 
Fallon and the prime minister 
questioned the judgment of the Labour 
candidate, Sadiq Khan, for frequently 
sharing a platform with him. 

However, the imam launched legal 
action against the defence secretary 
and MP for Sevenoaks, who has since 
apologised for the remarks. 

In a statement on his website, 
directed at Mr Gani, Mr Fallon said: 
“On May 7, 20161 was interviewed 
on BBC Radio 4’s Today programme. 

“During that interview I described 
you as a supporter of Daesh/Islamic 
State - something that is entirely 
untrue. 

“When I did this I knew that it had 
been said on a BBC television 
programme some weeks earlier but I 


was unaware that the BBC had 
corrected that statement and had 
apologised to you. Had I known of 
that correction and apology I would 
not have repeated the statement. 

“I was made aware of the BBC’s 
correction and apology a few hours 
after the broadcast and immediately 
issued a statement in an effort to put 
the record straight. 

“I issued a further statement to the 
same effect on May 11, 2016, which 
included my apology to you for 
repeating the untrue statement. 

“I accept that you are entirely 
opposed to Daesh/Islamic State, that 
you regard it as incompatible with 
your religious and moral beliefs, and 
that you have spoken out publicly 
against it. 

“I repeat my apology for the error 
that I made and for the distress that 
it caused to you and your family. 

“In recognition of that distress I 
have agreed to make a payment of 
compensation and to meet your 
reasonable legal costs.” 


ROCK-hurlingyobs have been 
targeting workmen attempting to 
repair the railway line between 
Folkestone and Dover. 

In one incident over recent days, 
workers were missed by just 
inches prompting extra security 
measures and a warning to anyone 
involved. 

It comes as a major milestone to 
rebuild the railway at Dover was 


A TEENAGE girl was allegedly 
raped several times in the car park 
of Joss Bay after a man in his 20s 
gave her a lift home the night before. 

The incident on Saturday June 11, 
saw the victim raped a number of 
times between 6.30am and 3.10pm. 

He had allegedly offered his 
victim a lift home after an evening 
out, but instead of taking her home 
he parked the car at the car park in 


reached as tonnes of cement was 
put in place to reinforce the track. It’s 
been shut since cracks were 
spotted in the sea wall at Christmas. 

Dover and Deal MP Charlie 
Elphicke said: “I appeal to 
anyone who may know who 
these yobs are to come forward 
and to parents to talk to their 
children about the dangers of 
this kind of behaviour.” 


Broadstairs. 

Det Con Stuart Tracey said:' June 11 
was a warm sunny Saturday and there 
were lots ofpeople in the Joss Bay area. 
We wouldlike to hear from anyone 
who sawthepair. Theyhadbeenina 
silver Volkswagen car which had been 
parked in the carpark’ ’ 

A 28-year-old man has been 
bailed in connection with the 
incident. 


Arrest after nine hour rape 
ordeal at tourist car park 
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Flood alerts as heavy showers and storms hit 


STORMS and torrential rains caused flooding across 
the county during the week. 

Kent Fire & Rescue teams were called out to Eastch- 
urch, on Sheppey, Herne Bay Margate and Sitting- 
bourne after the heavens opened overnight Wednes¬ 
day into Thursday 

Emergency teams said most incidents were low key 


and there were no major problems, although they did 
have to pump water away from properties in Crown 
Road, Sittingbourne, after water gathered. Also in the 
town, a storm drain had been lifted up by running 
water, leaving a two foot hole in Staplehurst Road. 

The weather forecast is set to be mild and generally 
dry this weekend, with occasional showers next week. 


MP’s Facebook death 
threat just days after the 
tragic death of Jo Cox 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


POLICE have released a man on bail 
after a threatening message was 
sent to a high profile Kent MP via so¬ 
cial media website Facebook. 

The message, posted on the wall of 
South Thanet MP Craig Mackinlay, 
read: “Another MP that needs...” fol¬ 
lowed by emojis of a gun, a knife and 
a laughing face. 

Now officers investigating the 
message sent last Saturday have 
confirmed the 28-year-old man ar¬ 
rested on Wednesday has been 
bailed pending further enquiries un¬ 
til Sunday. 

It came less than a week after La¬ 
bour MP Jo Cox was shot and stabbed 
in her west Yorkshire constituency. 

Mr Mackinlay said: “Following 
the shocking events of last Thursday, 
it is in the most appalling taste that I 
have received a death threat using 
social media, with ‘emoticons’ of a 
gun, knife and laughing face 
recommending a similar means 



THREATENED: Craig Mackinlay 

by which I should be executed. 

“Sadly, all MPs receive abusive 
communications, but in the wake of 
the murder of Jo Cox MP, I have 
passed on the details to Kent Police 
who have allocated a senior detec¬ 


tive to investigate whether the Mali¬ 
cious Communications Act has been 
breached. 

“Whilst I can take the rough and 
tumble of modern politics, my wife 
and staff are obviously concerned 
about their daily activities in serving 
the public. 

“They have a right to feel safe, and 
I thank Kent Police for not only con¬ 
sidering security at my office more 
closely, but also for the contact they 
have made with me following the 
murder of Jo Cox MP last week.” 

Dartford’s Gareth Johnson told 
KoS last week that he didn’t know of 
an MP that hadn’t been threatened, 
while Dover representative Charlie 
Elphicke admitted he had looked 
into beefing up his personal security 
since Christmas. 

Vince Maple, leader of the Labour 
group on Medway Council, added: “I 
disagree with Craig on #EURef but 
no elected representative should have 
to deal with threats of that nature.” 

■ Read Mr Mackinlay’s response 
to the EU referendum result on page 
19. 



TENSION: Can England get a win? 


Euro 2016 big 
game warning 
to landlords 

PUBS across the county are being urged 
to ensure they have a TV licence ahead 
of Monday night’s crunch Euro 2016 
second round clash against Iceland. 

Thousands of fans are expected to 
flock to various watering holes up and 
down the county to watch Roy Hodg¬ 
son’s team attempt to reach the quarter 
finals during the clash in Nice. 

But the TV licensing authority says it 
will be cracking down on any venue 
showing the match which does not have 
a valid licence. 

Those found breaking the law run the 
risk of a court prosecution and fine of up 
to £1,000 per offence plus costs. 

Ben Craig, spokesperson for TV 
Licensing in London and the south east 
said: “With over 1,390 pubs in Kent, 
many fans will choose to watch the 
match in their local pub, soaking up the 
atmosphere whilst following all the 
twists and turns of what is sure to be an 
exciting game. 

“It’s important pubs and clubs are 
correctly licensed and we know 
landlords and managers want to stay 
within the law, which is why we are 
issuing this advice ahead of the England 
versus Iceland match.” 

The big game - the final match in the 
first knock-out stage - will be shown at 
8pm on ITV, on Monday June 27. 


Police not linking two 
raids on Sikh temples 

A LARGE amount of cash has been stolen during a 
burglary at a Sikh temple in Gravesend. 

Crooks raided the Siri Guru Nanak Darbar 
Gurdawara in Saddington Street at some point 
between midnight and 2am on Friday morning. 

At around 2.10am police stopped a vehicle in 
Germander Avenue, Hailing. 

A 26-year-old London man was detained by 
officers. He was arrested in connection with the 
burglary. 

Officers were searching for two further 
suspects who reportedly made off from the 
vehicle. 

Police say the incident is not linked to an act of 
criminal damage to a disused Sikh temple in 
Clarence Place, Gravesend, that was reported on 
Wednesday and apparently filmed by those who 
took part. The video of which was circulating on 
social media. 

Anyone with information should call 01474 
366149 or Crimestoppers on 0800 555111. 


Clark to feel wrath of 
garden town fighters 

CAMPAIGNERS in Shepway have warned communi¬ 
ties and local government secretary Greg Clark he 
will have a fight on his hands if the government 
accepts the council’s plans to build a garden town. 

Shepway District Council’s cabinet rejected 
criticism to put forward an expression of interest to 
central government to build 12,000 homes. 

The opposition groups have expressed their anger 
on a number of occasions in recent weeks, including 
a sit-in protest in the council chamber, and a march 
along the A20. Now David Plumstead of the Otterpool 
Newtown Coalition has written to Mr Clark, who is 
also the MP for Tunbridge Wells. 

He said:' ‘These developments when added to 
Shepway’s proposal for a 4,000 unit lorry park at M20 
junction 11 and its plan for Otterpool Newtown and 
miles of new roads would completely change the 
character of this part of Kent, sow the seeds of a major 
conurbation covering over 100 square miles and 
seriously challenge use of the term ‘The Garden of 
England’.” 


Nominating learning 
disability heroes 

THOSE individuals, businesses and services who 
have gone the extra mile to improve the lives of 
people with learning disabilities are to be rewarded 
in the third annual Kent Learning Disability Partner¬ 
ship Awards. 

Organised by Kent County Council, nominations 
are now being accepted for six categories, covering 
employers, housing, health and citizenship. 

KCC cabinet member for adult social care and 
public health, Graham Gibbens, said: ‘‘These awards 
will help recognise the companies, services and 
people who go the extra mile to help give people with 
a learning disability more choice, improved 
independence and access to their communities. 

‘ ‘This helps them live their lives without barriers 
and we hope highlighting these achievements will 
encourage others to look at what they can do to 
support people with a learning disability in their 
community.” 

A judging panel will review the nominations after 
the closing date on Friday, July 22 at 5pm. 
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Warning after fake 
bailiff entered home 

A TRICKSTER has been calling at a home in 
Dartford claiming to be a bailiff and demanding 
property worth £600 to settle an unpaid fine. 

The incident happened in Couzins Walk when a 
man dressed in a uniform entered a home. He left 
after being pressed for paperwork and, when the 
company he claimed to work for were contacted, 
they had no record of him or of the home owner’s 
address. 

Cop hurt after being 
trapped by his car 

POLICE are appealing for witnesses after a police 
officer was trapped between his own vehicle and 
van on Thursday afternoon. 

The officer received his injuries in Lullingstone 
Avenue, Swanley, shortly after 3.30pm. 

One many has been arrested by police 
investigating the incident. 


Care home blaze 

THREE people were treated with breathing 
problems at a care home in Lydd just after 
midnight on Friday. 

Paramedics and fire crews were called to the 
home on the High Street after a blaze started in a 
basement bathroom. Two people were suffering 
the effects of breathing in smoke while a third had 
breathing difficulties. 



Bluewater unveils proposals 
to create 2,300 jobs at centre 



PLANS: How it could look at the shopping complex 


By Simon Allin 

simon.aUin@archant.co.uk 


PLANS to expand shopping complex giant 
Bluewater and create up to 2,300 jobs for lo¬ 
cal residents have been unveiled this week. 

Providing up to 300,000sq ft of new space, 
the plans supersede the proposals approved 
three years ago to extend Bluewater’s Village 
at the site in Greenhithe. 

The development alongside the village 
dining area is planned to provide space for 
home, garden, sports and leisure retailers 
and is hailed by the centre’s general manag¬ 
er as “the exciting next step in Bluewater’s 
evolution”. 

There are also proposals to create further 
‘mini-major’ stores on Bluewater’s existing 
malls by expanding into currently under¬ 
utilised space. 

If the plans are approved, the jobs will be 
made available through the outlet’s in-house 
job centre - the Learning Shop, which will 
handle the vacancies. 

Robert Goodman, Bluewater’s general 
manager said: “The plans are a response to 
the predicted significant growth in the local 
population, and the desire from some of best 
known brands in the UK and overseas to 
open statement stores at Bluewater. 

“We believe these proposals will ensure 


Bluewater continues to thrive for many 
years to come, providing guests, be they lo¬ 
cal residents or visitors travelling from much 
further afield, with an offer, environment 
and experience that is exemplary.” 

Conservative MP for Dartford, Gareth 
Johnson, said: “I welcome these proposals, 
which are an important evolution of Blue¬ 
water. They address the needs of residents, 
visitors and the business community, and 
deal with an ever-growing array of competi¬ 
tors. 


“The plans have also been devised with 
the community in mind, as evidenced by 
the commitment to deliver 2,300 new jobs 
via The Learning Shop.” 

Consultation is now taking place with a 
number of stakeholders ahead of the sub¬ 
mission of an official application later this 
summer. 

If consent is granted, work is expected to 
begin in 2017. 

Bluewater is the county’s biggest and 
busiest shopping complex. 
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‘Missing’ Matthew is back in 
UK after being found in Spain 



THE parents of a Sittingbourne 
roofer, found in Spain after vanish¬ 
ing for six years, have confirmed 
their son is back in the UK. 

Matthew Green, 32, disappeared 
in May 2010 after saying he was 
going to visit friends in London for 
the weekend and never returned. 

His parents, Pauline and Jim, 
were then told last month that he 
was found alive and was refusing 
help and medicine at a Spanish 
psychiatric ward. They were then 
reunited with their son. 

Friends and family set up a 
funding page to help bring Mr 
Green back to Kent, and have so far 
raised over £4,000. 

Now, they have confirmed he is 
back in the country, but will not be 
returning to their home yet. 

Mrs Green said: “Matt was 


brought back to the UK last week 
and is now being cared for in 
hospital and is receiving the 
treatment he requires. 

“He is still very, very poorly and it 
is going to take a long time until he is 


well enough to come home, and 
that’s of course if he wants to do that. 

“Again that is a long way off, it is 
all baby steps at the moment but we 
will get there no matter how long it 
takes.” 


Medway man jailed over 
£2.4m Gatwick theft plot 


A GILLINGHAM man is one of 
15 Gatwick Airport workers 
jailed this week for a plot to 
steal millions of pounds worth 
of goods from their employer. 

Masses of cigarettes, per¬ 
fumes, alcohol and electrical 
goods with a combined value of 
£2,432,665 were stolen between 
January 1 and August 1, 2013. 

The large-scale conspiracy 
was carried out by employees 
who loaded planes with items 
belonging to a catering 
company which supplies 
airlines at the airport. 

Karamjeet Singh, 54, 
formerly of Richmond Road, 
was jailed for four years after 
being convicted of conspiracy 
to steal and money laundering. 

The case first came to light 
when, in February 2013, the 
catering company was made 


aware of what appeared to be a 
large stock discrepancy of 
duty-payable goods at Gatwick 
Airport. 

After an internal investiga¬ 
tion identified a large-scale 
theft by a number of employees, 
the company approached 
Sussex Police for assistance. 

Inspector Andy Richardson 
said: “This was a well-organ¬ 
ised operation on a huge scale 
in which a number of individu¬ 
als conspired to steal millions of 
pounds worth of goods from a 
catering company. 

“In doing so, they breached 
the trust of their employer. 

“Theft on any level is totally 
unacceptable. It will not be 
tolerated and if you are caught, 
it’s highly likely you will lose 
your job and you may go to 
prison.” 


Honouring Pocahontas 

A PROGRAMME of events to mark 400 years 
since Pocahontas was buried in Gravesend 
has been launched. 

The Pocahontas 400 programme culmi¬ 
nates on March 21, 2017, with a procession 
from the Thames Riverside, to St George’s 
Church where a service will be held. 


CCG faces the public 

A PUBLIC meeting of the governing body of 
the NHS West Kent Clinical Commissioning 
Group (CCG) will take place on June 28 at 
1,30pm, at the Village Hotel in Maidstone. 

Questions can also be posed in writing - 
email westkent.ccg@nhs.net or phone 01732 
375200. 


Stuck in mud at park 

EMERGENCY teams had to swing into 
action to rescue a woman who had become 
stuck in the mud in Maidstone. 

Crews were sent to Mote Park at around 
5pm on Wednesday and pulled the woman 
free after getting stuck up to her knees. She 
was not injured in the drama. 


Green light for homes 

PLANNING permission has been granted 
by Dover District Council for 277 new 
houses in the village of Aylesham. 

They will form part of the Aylesham 
Garden Village development, which will 
ultimately provide 1,200 new houses during 
the next eight years. 



Bridge Haven avante) 

care & support 

Care Home "Everyone, T/iatters' 

’The staff are vert) caring and there Is always 
a friendly atmosphere at Bridge Haven.’ 

Bridge Haven care home provides care with compassion for those 
living with dementia. The team of attentive, experienced and skilled 
staff provide 24 hour care in a pleasant, homely environment. Services 
provided at Bridge Haven include full time residential care, day care 
and short term respite care known as the homes ‘My Time’ service. 

All rooms at Bridge Haven are bright and cheerful with many 
bedrooms having en-suite facilities providing relaxation and a sense of 
well-being. Facilities include the ‘Snug’ - a pub like facility for residents 
to enjoy and socialise and Gregory’s tea room, situated in one of the 
two attractively laid gardens. 


For more information please call us on: 

01227 831607 

Conyngham Lane, Bridge, Canterbury CT4 5JX Approved Provider 


www.avantecare.org.uk enquiry@avantecare.org.uk jg f 



ACCIDENT CLAIM? 



We can help with 
your claim for: 

• Head/brain injuries (We are 
included in the Headway 
Solicitors Directory 2016) 

• Accidents at work 

• Car and motorbike accidents 




• Fatal accidents 

• Trips and slips 

• Medical negligence 

Call Girlings’ Personal 
Injury Claims on 

0845 2221 999 
for FREE, no obligation 
advice on your claim 



MEMBER OF 



lltt Law Si'dUv 



www.girlingspersonalinjury.co.uk 


KENT no win no fee specialists 
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Top Three Stories 



1. Bishop urges prayer 

Trevor Willmott’s referendum reaction 


2. No change at Eurotunnel 

Folkestone to Calais service unaffected 

3. Lydd care home fire 

Three people required treatment 


The Essential Guide: 



.to Operation Stack 


Everything you need to know about the way 
lorries are stacked on the M20 



FEATURED PHOTO GALLERY: Fiona Bruce and the Antiques Roadshow visited Ightham 
Mote in Sevenoaks last week. See page 36 for the full story. 


Missed last week’s...? 

...YOU can read the paper online via our e-Edition at 


www. kentne ws. co.uk 

DON’T worry if you struggle 
to pick up a copy of Kent on 
Sunday, or missed a copy. 

You can access our exten¬ 
sive archive, online, through 
our website kentnews.co.uk. 
You can read the full paper, 
download articles you partic¬ 
ularly enjoy, and take a walk 


back through time with an ar¬ 
chive which stretches back 
years. 

And the best of it all, is that 
it’s all free to access. Plus, 
don’t forget, we provide a full 
news service throughout the 
week, to supplement your 
weekend read. 



Top Three Blogs 



1. Will Three Lions roar? 


Time to be positive about England’s chances 

2. Time to take a step back 

Tales of the ups and downs of gambling 

3. Lorry lane required 

Why HGVs drive us round the bend 


Results of the KoS 
Online Poll 

How far will England go 
at Euro 2016? 

Q Last 16 - 30% 

Quarter-finals - 35% 


follow us on Twitter @kosmedia and on Facebook.com/KentonSunday 


Semi-finals - 30% 
Final - 5% 


BRITELITE'S AMAZING SPRING OFFERS 

BUYNOW 

PAY IN JUNE 2017 

with the Britelite Home Improvement Plan 

I I I II 



★★★★★ 

ChesfcatrddejWfT 


We are very proud of our 9.55 out of 
10 rating on checkatrade.com for our 
outstanding product, value and service. 
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PRE-BOOK YOUR TICKETS 



KENT 8,9,10 July 

count yshow www.kentshow.co.uk 
e1t _! 923 1 01622 633060 



Kent County Agricultural Society 


Reqistered Charity No. 1001191 

1 kentcountyshow E3 kentcountyshow 
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FREEDOM: Abdul Haroun, 40, pictured right, was successful in his claim for asylum after his dangerous route into the country saw him emerge on the English side of the tunnel in Cheriton 

Sudanese who walked through 
the Channel Tunnel goes free 

He was sentenced to nine months, but freed after spending time in custody. Tom Pugh was in court 


A SUDANESE man who 
was granted asylum in 
the UK after trekking 
through the Channel 
Tunnel has walked free 
from court after pleading guilty to 
an obstruction charge. 

Abdul Rahman Haroun, 40, was 
granted permission to stay in Brit¬ 
ain after being caught walking near 
the end of the 31-mile sub-sea tun¬ 
nel at Cheriton, near Folkestone on 
August 4 last year. 

Ahead of a trial at Canterbury 
Crown Court, he changed his plea to 
guilty to “obstructing an engine or a 
carriage using a railway”. 

Judge Adele Williams sentenced 
him to nine months in jail but freed 
him due to time he has already spent 
in custody. 

Sentencing Haroun, the judge told 
him: “You not only put your own life 
in danger but, in my judgment, you 
put the lives and safety of others in 
danger.” 

Risking death by dodging high¬ 
speed trains, Haroun walked 
through the Channel Tunnel to¬ 
wards waiting British police officers 
on the Kent side at around 6pm. 

Prosecutor Philip Bennetts QC 
said: “He was asked how he had got 
into the tunnel and he said T came 
from France, always trying to get 
here’.” 

He said he jumped over the perim¬ 
eter fence by himself before “walk¬ 
ing sometimes on the right and 
sometimes on the left” in the tunnel, 
Mr Bennetts said. 

Up until then, his perilous journey 
had involved travelling for a month 
to Egypt, then Libya before crossing 


the sea to Italy, a previous hearing 
was told. He then made his way to 
France and Calais. 

In an interview with the Home Of¬ 
fice, Haroun described how he had 
been persecuted by the Janjaweed 
militia, forcing him to flee his home 
in 2004. 

He ended up in a camp at the Kari- 
Yari dam on the Sudan-Chad border, 
where he was said to have spent 
many years living in difficult cir¬ 
cumstances, the previous hearing 
was told. 

After reaching France, Haroun 
spent up to seven days in Calais be¬ 
fore walking through the tunnel. 

Speaking through an interpreter, 
he told police following his arrest: “I 
came here for protection and to be 
safe.” 

He added: “It was the only 
solution.” 

And he went on: “I didn’t have any 
orders... there wasn’t any other 
solution.” 

Mr Bennetts said Haroun pleaded 
not guilty at Medway Magistrates’ 
Court on August 6 last year to the 
carriage obstruction charge, under 
Section 36 of the Malicious Damages 
Act 1861. 

Then, on Christmas Eve, the Home 
Office recognised him as a refugee 
and granted him asylum, a decision 
criticised by some, including Chun- 
nel operator Eurotunnel, who said it 
might encourage copycat attempts. 

The case against Haroun was put 
in the balance following the asylum 
decision but following legal argu¬ 
ment a judge later ruled that pro¬ 
ceedings would go ahead before his 
change of plea on Wednesday. 


Mr Bennetts said the security 
breach by Haroun had caused “sig¬ 
nificant disruption” and a “signifi¬ 
cant economic consequence” and 
led to delays of up to four hours for 
cross-Channel travellers. 

Richard Thomas, defending, said 
in mitigation: “This is not a case 
where there was a mass influx, or 
causing damage or assaulting tun¬ 
nel staff. 

“This is a case where the defend¬ 
ant was recognised in fact to be a 
refugee.” 

He said Haroun’s refugee status 
gives him “credibility”, adding: “In 
fact he was recognised in real 
haste.” 

The judge acknowledged that Ha¬ 
roun had travelled from Sudan “in a 
state of desperation” when he de¬ 
cided to walk through the tunnel. 

But she said: “The reason why the 
courts of the United Kingdom take 
such a serious view of this criminal¬ 
ity is that those who enter in this 
way seek to evade the authorities, 
who can, therefore, have no check 
upon who is entering the country. 

“In the world in which we live of 
international crime and terrorism 
that is a very serious matter.” 

She went on: “You caused enor¬ 
mous inconvenience to a large 
number of people. It caused signifi¬ 
cant economic loss. The Channel 
Tunnel and the uninterrupted op¬ 
eration of the tunnel are of great im¬ 
portance to both the United King¬ 
dom and France. 

“Let there be no mistake, disrupt¬ 
ing the operation of the Channel 
Tunnel in this way is a very serious 
offence which will almost always 


result in an immediate sentence of 
imprisonment.” 

The judge noted that two other 
people unconnected to Haroun had 
been jailed earlier this year after 
walking through the Chunnel. 

But she added: “Each of those de¬ 
fendants committed this offence in 
more serious circumstances than 
you have done.” 

Countless migrants have risked 
death trying to enter Britain from 
near Calais where an estimated 
6,000 people who have fled war, 
poverty and persecution are camped 
at the Jungle. 

Anglo-French efforts have been 
made to bolster border security, in¬ 
cluding the investment of millions 
of pounds in fencing at Coquelles 
and extra perimeter fencing. 

But rising number of refugees are 
still flocking to the camp, according 
to census figures released this week 
by Help Refugees and L’Auberge des 
Migrants. 

Volunteers said the number of un¬ 
accompanied children has risen by 
32 per cent in one month. The 
youngest child without an adult at 
the camp is 10 years old. 

The agencies said messages from 
both British and French authorities 
were doing little to deter people dis¬ 
placed from unstable regions from 
making the journeys. 

Refugees from Afghanistan are 
the largest national group in the 
camp, making up 36 per cent of its 
inhabitants, while those from Su¬ 
dan make up 32 per cent. 

Richard Thomas, defending, 
had unsuccessfully applied to 
stay the case as an abuse of 


process at an earlier hearing. 

The judge had considered wheth¬ 
er Haroun’s actions could be deemed 
to have been “reasonably or neces¬ 
sarily committed” and offered him 
protection under Article 31 of the 
UN Convention. 

During the previous hearing, the 
judge said that, had Haroun been 
charged with documentary or de¬ 
ception offences, he would have had 
a defence available to him. 

But she said the real issue was 
whether Haroun’s actions, which 
caused a “significant amount of lo¬ 
gistic and economic disruption”, 
could be said to be “reasonably and 
necessarily committed”. 

The judge in turn ruled that the 
offence Haroun was charged with 
did not fall within the protection of¬ 
fered by Article 31 and the applica¬ 
tion was thrown out. 

During the sentencing, Judge Wil¬ 
liams questioned why Haroun had 
not sought asylum in the first safe 
country he arrived in. 

A statement released by case¬ 
worker Sadie Castle, of Kent De¬ 
fence, said Haroun intended to ap¬ 
peal against his conviction. 

The statement said: “Mr Haroun 
has been released. He is relieved 
that the crown court proceedings 
have concluded and that he will not 
be returning to prison. 

“Mr Haroun has pleaded guilty 
following a legal ruling by the judge. 
He obviously respects that ruling 
but will in due course be appealing 
his conviction at the Court of 
Appeal. 

“His priority now is to focus on re¬ 
building his life in the UK.” 
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Our growers serve up an ace 
crop of summer strawberries 

As Wimbledon gets under way this week, the inclement weather has not spoilt the county’s harvest 
as famers predict both big numbers and super taste for the traditional favourite summer berries 


By Chris Murphy 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 


S TRAWBERRY farmers 
say we should be bracing 
ourselves for a bumper 
crop this summer - with 
the British weather’s er¬ 
ratic behaviour ensuring they 
should be tastier than ever. 

With Wimbledon starting to¬ 
morrow (Monday) the classic 
soft fruit can expect to see a mas¬ 
sive surge in sales as we look to 
emulate the strawberries and 
cream dishes served up in SW19. 

What’s more, it will be Kent 
strawberries seen been scoffed 
around the courts of the All Eng¬ 
land Lawn Tennis Champion¬ 
ships, with its regular supplier 
once again shipping tonnes of 
the fruit to the sporting venue. 

Hugh Lowe Farms in Mere- 
worth, near Maidstone, is a fam¬ 
ily-owned farming company es¬ 
tablished over 120 years ago. 

Managing director Marion Re¬ 
gan said: “Despite a warmer 
than average winter and a cool¬ 
er, wetter spring and early sum¬ 
mer, strawberry crops have 
grown well. The cooler condi¬ 
tions have allowed the berries to 
develop good flavour and the 
new systems of growing, on table 
tops, mean they are less suscep¬ 
tible to problems caused by 
damp weather. 

“The market for strawberries 
grew by 11 per cent last year and 
as a major producer of the ber¬ 
ries, Kent contributed signifi¬ 
cantly to that. As a Kent grower 
I’m hoping that strawberries 
continue to be the nation’s fa¬ 
vourite fruit. 

“We are trying new varieties 
and this year two in particular 
have been outstanding. They are 
Mailing Centenary, bred at East 
Mailing Research, and Driscolls 
Elizabeth, named for the Queen, 
which has outstanding flavour.” 

One of the largest independent 
berry growers in the UK, its sup¬ 
plies major supermarkets locally 
and nationally, and London mar¬ 
kets as well as caterers, restau¬ 
rants, farm shops and stalls. 

And it has also supplied all the 
strawberries for the world fa¬ 
mous Wimbledon tennis cham¬ 
pionships through Compass, the 
catering company, for over 25 
years. 

They annually send some 30 
tonnes of Kent strawberries to 
the tennis tournament which 
means more than two million 
berries will find their way into 
the punnets for sale in the 
ground in under 24 hours. 

They put their success, in part, 


down to their south facing 
slopes. 

Overall, they hope to pick 
around 3,000 tonnes from over 
140 hectares. They set aside a 
five-hectare section for their 
Wimbledon strawberries, and 
also supply raspberries too 
which go in corporate box 
desserts. 

Local food and drink champi¬ 
ons Produced in Kent says it is 
justly proud of the county’s har¬ 
vest of the fruit. 

A spokesman explains: “Noth¬ 
ing says summer like a ripe Kent 
strawberry. 

“We are blessed in Kent that 
we produce some of the finest 
strawberries in the world. From 
small local farms and pick your 
own sites to large scale farms 
supplying supermarkets and of 
course Wimbledon. 

“The strawberry season now 
runs from April to October, en¬ 
suring we can enjoy this oh-so- 
British of fruits all summer long. 
Farmers use different varieties 


and the best technology can of¬ 
fer to bring in a consistent 
harvest. 

“They are divided into short- 
day types called Junebearers 
and day-neutral types which are 
Everbearers. 

“Junebearers make their flow¬ 
er buds under short days in the 
autumn in Kent, and produce 
fruit from these flower buds 
when they grow the following 
summer. Everbearers form flow¬ 
er buds whatever the day length, 
so produce flowers and fruit all 
summer long as long as the plant 
is healthy and big enough.” 

Stanhill Farm, at Wilmington, 
near Dartford is also a family 
run farm with a shop, veg box de¬ 
livery scheme and pick your own 
fields keeping them busy all year 
round. 

Max Williams said: “The 
weather has affected the start of 
the season, we were a couple of 
weeks later than usual but we 
have loads of fruit now and its 
really good quality. The fields 
are looking good and the plants 
are healthy, which is great for 
the rest of the season.” 

They have seen great interest 
from the local community and 
further afield, having just played 
host to a coach-load of children 
on a visit from a London school 
to learn about food grown on the 
farm and have a go at picking 
their own. 

Paul Kelsey is the fourth gen¬ 
eration at Kelsey Farms in Wick- 
manbreaux, near Canterbury, 
and he is also delighted with the 
way our haphazard weather is 
boosting the strawberries. 


TASTY: Kent is famous for its strawberry crop, with thousands of tonnes produced - several of which will be sent 
to SW19 to be served up with cream in and around the famous grass courts of the All England Club. 


He said: “Although it’s been a 
strange growing season it seems 
to have suited the fruit. The 
Junebearers have fruited well 
and the Everbearers are looking 
fantastic, so we are looking for¬ 
ward to a good bumper season.” 

Produced in Kent added: “That 
has to be great news for straw¬ 
berry lovers. Whether you eat 
them on their own, with cream 
or ice cream the choice is yours 
but wherever you buy Kent 
strawberries this year look 
at the label and support 
your local farmers.” 

Trade organisation 
British Summer Fruits 
speaks for the industry, 
and it said strawberry 
sales of £564m will ac¬ 
count for over half of 
all berry sales of over 
f 1 billion this year. 

That adds up to a 
healthy profit for grow¬ 


ers while keeping prices stable 
in the supermarkets. 

It is estimated some 74,000 
tonnes will be harvested. 

Laurence Olins is the chair¬ 
man of British Summer Fruits. 
He said: “The sales boost has 
been helped by the idea that ber¬ 
ries can be a healthy and cheap 
snack. 

“Berries used to be a luxury 
item, but now 


they are a delicious staple, con¬ 
sumed as part of a healthy diet 
for many people.” 

And he added: “The sales fig¬ 
ures reveal a robust and expand¬ 
ing soft fruit category that is 
meeting growing consumer 
demand. 

“The berry industry as a whole 
will continue to expand as, as 
the season begins, consumers 
can look forward to good quality 
British berries on supermarket 
shelves.” 


RIPE : A mild weather and a wet 
spring and summer has treated 
strawberries well this year 
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Established 1981 


Over 60.000 customers! 


Limited 


Introducing the... 

Supa Diamond ■ 

A rated, ANY size, ANY number 
of openers, White UPVC 

DOUBLE GLAZED 

4 WINDOWS 

£1 ,51 2 Inc VAT 

5 WINDOWS 

£1,890 i£3 AT 

WINDOWS ■ 

7 


Our Sale Now On! 

...Kent’s leading double glazing manufacturer 


.oo 

inc VAT 


inc VA' 

7 WINDOWS 

£2,6 6r«k 

TRIPLE GLAZED 

4 WINDOWS 

Cl .891 


WINDOWS 

Cl ,891 

WINDOWS 

£2,364 

WINDOWS 


.OO 

inc VAT 


WINDOWS 


.OO 

inc VAT 


All inclusive of fitting, survey, guarantee & includes 
Pilkington Energikare saving glass. Did you know triple glazing 
only saves an extra 0.5% on average which is about £3 per year. 

The choice is yours! 


15 % 

OFF All 

Conservatories 
i & Orangeries 


Convert your 
conservatory into 
a usable all year 
round sun-porch with 

the SupaLite tiled 


f An extra 

£100 off 

on production 
L of this advert* _ 


Celebrating over 34 years of 

beautiful windows...Guaranteed 
presentative available 
upon request subject to status 


5 Chamber Profile 
Pilkington Optiwhite™ (outer pane) 
Argon gas filling with warm edge spacer 
Pilkington K Glass™ OW (inner pane) 

A Rated Windows 


Don’t just 
glaze it, 


Knight Road, Strood (opposite Morrisons) 

01634294696 


Hurry! 

Offers end 
12th 
July 


All of our installers are CRB checked. 


as heard on heart 

103.1 102. B 


f * 1 _ _j T'-y-’i Profile: BS7950BS7413 

m I'jfil ■uicU rfv Door Lock: BS3621 

Open 6 days a week \y '■g***®* 

Monday-Saturday 9am-5pm Factory awarded British Safety Council Safety Award: Every Year Since 1984 


2 Roman Square, Sittingbourne 
13 Lowfield Street, Dartford 

20 Hight Street, Rochester (next to the Victoria & Bull Hotel) 


01795 422 877 Head office and factories at Deacon Trading Centre, Knight Road, Strood. 

01634 826 238 f www.supaglazing.eom 


1 per order. Terms and conditions apply. Licenced credit brokers, written details available on request. E&OE.« 
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KENTISH 

— CEREMONY — 

www.akentishceremony.co 


4 

m 


The only official Kent County Council 



Are you getting married or planning a civil partnership? 

Request a FREE copy of A KENTISH CEREMONY MAGAZINE at 
www.akentishceremony.com or download the latest edition online. 

For all enquiries email kirsty.baker@archant.co.uk 




DIRECT FROM 
LONDON'S 
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A CELEBRATION ^ MUSIC ** THE BEATLES 



TOOK ONLINE: ORCHARD THE ATRE.CO.UK 
TICKET OFFICE: 0132* 22&QQC 
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DART FORD 

ORCHARD THEATRE 


Are students 
being failed by 
cuts to sixth 
form funding? 

Sittingbourne, in particular, is feeling the pinch 
but the impact is being felt across the county as 
significant reductions in government cash have 
seen a decline in the range of A levels offered 
and a dip in vocational courses now available... 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


OST-16 education in Kent has been 
branded “a disaster” by a local 
expert. 

Schooling in the county had en¬ 
dured a torrid few months, with in¬ 
stitutions having to take drastic decisions in 
the face of slashed government funding. 

KoS reported earlier this month that Can¬ 
terbury College is set to scrap teaching all A 
level courses and close its IT Academy as part 
of a radical shake-up following the merging 
of key leadership positions with East Kent 
College. 

Canterbury has struggled financially and 
recently confirmed East Kent College’s princi¬ 
pal would also lead it going into the future. Its 
board of governors are consulting staff on the 
decision which could potentially cut nearly 28 
jobs. 

The proposal is to stop offering A level 
courses from September, 2016, and close the 
IT Academy at the end of next month. 

But Canterbury is by no means bucking a 
trend - Mid Kent College and North Kent Col¬ 
lege both also announced recently that they 
have scrapped teaching A levels. 

As sixth form teachers went on strike earlier 
this year over funding cuts, the importance of 
further education colleges finding revenue 
from elsewhere became more acute. 

Those thriving in the sector currently are 
institutions, which made prudent decisions to 
enhance their offering to the wider communi¬ 
ty - in particular developing commercial add¬ 
ons, which allow them to activate revenue 
streams to bolster declining government fund¬ 
ing and keep budgets topped up. 

Hadlow College, near Tonbridge, boasts 
modern facilities and undertakes a range of 
commercial activities to help its revenue 
streams, and provide students with experi¬ 
ences to equip them for the varied world of 
work, running a tea room and florist. 

Likewise, East Kent College in Thanet opens 
a new state-of-the-art hotel next Friday 
among a range of other activities, while North 
Kent College boasts nurseries, salons and a 
restaurant, although they are less for financial 
gain and more for enhancing the experience 
for its students. 

But those areas at least have options for 
pupils. 

In Swale, however, choices are limited. Sit¬ 


tingbourne now lays claim to being the biggest 
town in Kent without a further education col¬ 
lege of its own. 

Instead, those wanting to pursue vocational 
education after the age of 16 face the prospect 
of lengthy commutes into Canterbury, Maid¬ 
stone and Medway. 

And that can deter many given the addition¬ 
al costs for travel involved, which is making 
many fear youngsters are not being given the 
opportunities they need at such a key stage in 
their learning. 

Former Gravesend headteacher and educa¬ 
tion expert Peter Read, who runs the kentad- 
vice.co.uk website, said it was indicative of a 
wider problem. 

He told KoS: “What I am concerned about is 
the reduction in opportunities for post-16 
students. 

“There has been a serious reduction in sixth 
form funding for schools and the government 
is attempting to finance them on the same ba¬ 
sis as colleges, but schools have a different pro¬ 
gramme and a different requirement to col¬ 
leges because they are full time. 

“Their courses are inevitably more expen¬ 
sive than college courses. 

“Sixth form courses are less easy to fund 
and as we have noticed, Mid Kent College, 
North Kent College and now Canterbury Col¬ 
lege no longer offer A levels for those reasons. 

“Up until a couple of years ago, Canterbury 
College had a thriving provision, but now it 
has combined with East Kent College because 
of financial woes. 

“Grammar schools [traditionally running 
hugely popular and lucrative sixth forms] are 
finding A level funding more difficult, so they 
are having to reduce sixth form opportunities. 
The result is a reduction across the board.” 

Grammars have been forced to slash A level 
courses due to significant sixth form funding 
drops. The money per student used to help 
fund staff and courses across the school - now 
that has gone, forcing many into making re¬ 
dundancies and prompting unrest among re¬ 
maining staff and unions. 

Paul Carter, Conservative leader of Kent 
County Council, agreed it was a nationwide is¬ 
sue, rather than one exclusive to Kent. 

“We need to have a big discussion about the 
choices and opportunities available to young 
people in this country,” he told KoS. 

“There are some significant funding prob¬ 
lems, particularly for those that are struggling 
academically to access the right courses. 
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CHANGES: The likes of East Kent College, left, are introducing more revenue-generating bolt-ons to cover the cuts, but further education is suffering a ‘disaster’ according to Peter Read, above 


“I think we need to lower the threshold of aca¬ 
demic attainment so that there are more oppor¬ 
tunities for apprenticeships. 


“I’m a big champion of developing vocational 
skills because they’re so important and more 
needs to be done to help young people get onto 


these courses. If you don’t get five A*-C grades 
you can’t get on these A level courses -1 think 
that’s a real barrier and the level of focus purely 


on academic attainment in Key Stage Four 
[GCSE age] is a concern. 

Continued on page 16 



Melrose 2.5 seater power reclining sofa 

Usual price £2699 SALE PRICE £1999 

Extensive collection of leathers 


Eden corner group 

Usual price £2299 SALE PRICE £1799 

Other seating combinations available 


Tetbury table and 6 chairs 

Usual price from £2099 SALE PRICE £1499 
6 paint finish options 


Nasons 




DON’T MISS OUT. VISIT US TODAY! 
FREE DELIVERY* EASY PARKING 


Nasons Furniture & Bed Centre 
Maynard Road, Wincheap, Canterbury CT1 3RQ 

01227 463 550 I www.nasons.co.uk 
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Continued from page 15 

“We are not doing enough for the 30 to 40 per 
cent of students who aren’t getting those grades 
- the support isn’t good enough and I don’t 
think the choices are good enough. 

“We work hard to try and raise the number of 
people entering apprenticeships but we need a 
debate on how we can improve access to these 
courses because it’s very difficult for young 
people. 

“But it’s not exclusive to Kent, it’s a problem 
up and down the country.” 

Students are now legally obliged to remain in 
education - or enter an apprenticeship - up to 
the age of 18. 

Cat Taylor, of the Swale Academies Trust, 
which is one of the county’s biggest trust and 
includes the likes of the Community College 
Whitstable, Westlands and the Sittingbourne 
Community College, also felt the issue was a 
widespread one. She explained: “There is a real 
lack of further education provision in Kent, par¬ 
ticularly in terms of vocational courses.” 

It is in Swale, though, where the effects are 
perhaps felt the most. 

Sittingbourne Community College shut down 
its popular further education unit, which devel¬ 
oped a range of vocational skills, although the 
trust was quick to point out that further educa¬ 
tion provision is still in place, but it may be un¬ 
der a different guise. 

Education providers have shifted the way it 
sells its services in recent years, the trust said, 
with many choosing to describe themselves as a 
sixth form to perhaps sound more appealing. 

“In non-selectives they are reducing the vo¬ 
cational courses on offer,” former Gravesend 
head teacher Peter Read added. 

“Colleges continue to run them but Swale 
Academies Trust scrapping its further educa¬ 
tion unit is one more blow to opportunities for 
post-16 students. 

“Further education colleges are running into 
serious financial difficulties, hence the prob¬ 
lems elsewhere. 

“There is a massive problem with funding 


post-16 education which nobody seems inter¬ 
ested in. 

“There is a desperate need for government to 
look at funding arrangements for courses be¬ 
cause it has made post-16 training compulsory. 

“KCC has been given an obligation - responsi¬ 
bility without any power - to ensure these stu¬ 
dents are remaining in education, training or 
work with training. 

“I think this is a disaster that is upon us, and 
I feel so sorry for young people in Kent who are 
being deprived of opportunities.” 

The Swale Sixth Form was set up last year, 
and merged 16-18 provision for Westlands 
School, Sittingbourne Community College and 
incorporated the Swale Skills Centre - located 
in the heart of the town. 

In September, there was a grand opening for 
the centre - a vocational hub designed to deliver 
training in hair and beauty, catering, and engi¬ 
neering to students aged 14 years and above. 


The trust says its facilities and courses have 
been designed to meet the requirements of local 
employers and students, with teaching staff all 
coming from an industry background. 

Gordon Henderson, MP for Sittingbourne and 
Sheppey, was present at the opening last year 
and is a supporter of the work being done at the 
centre, however it can only provide a relatively 
limited range of subjects to its students. 

At the turn of the year, he invited skills 
minister Nick Boles down to Swale to visit the 
centre and discuss a potential opportunity to 
expand and extend it into a further education 
college. 

Mr Boles told the House of Commons: “I 
would be delighted to visit my honourable 
friend’s constituency. We do not hear the oppo¬ 
sition celebrating when new institutions open, 
including the Swale Skills Centre.” 

It is part of a nationwide review at local level 
of how college provision is suiting the training 



CONCERNS : Kent County Council leader 
Paul Carter, above, is anxious about the 
impact of funding cuts from Westminster 


needs of an area. It had been hoped Sitting- 
bourne’s limited provision could be resolved as 
a consequence. 

The area review for Kent is scheduled for 
November. 

In a week where the Ofsted chief, Sir Michael 
Wilshaw, warned that children from poor back¬ 
grounds were being let down by the education 
system, the atmosphere within the sector ap¬ 
pears particularly grim. 

Earlier this month, KoS discussed whether or 
not there really was what KCC describe as ‘so¬ 
cial mobility’ in our selective system, but Mr 
Read insists one statistic is a shining beacon of 
hope against the dreary backdrop. 

“In September 2015 there were 513 children 
at non-selectives that transferred to gram¬ 
mars,” he said. 

“I’m delighted about that because it shows 
they are playing their part in picking up late de¬ 
velopers - it’s an important figure.” 


||\|F\A/ Mt Ephraim Gardens, Faversham, Kent, 

AUGUST 5th-7th SO 4 ! 6 

IDAY A delightfully civilised weekend in a beautiful setting, featuring the 

very best in classic rock, prog, roots and more 
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THE ENID * JACKIE LYNTON * 
NASHVILLE TEENS * LEATHERAT 
B0NZ0 BILLS * KARNATAKA * THE 
MENTULLS * ROBIN BIBI +more 

Campingi Pre-pitched camping & 
Glamping available- Free parking. 


CURVEMRg|MARTIN 
MIKE OTWAY 

THE BKqSKHEADS ★ NINE BELOW ZERO ★ RODNEY 
BRANIGAN ★ KAZ HAWKINS ★ ANNA PHOEBE 



Craft & music stallsi workshop 
Daleks & sci-fi characters! 
great bars & food stallsi 1TMD 
experience! Irish dancersi Clas 
Carsi Kidzone and more- Beers f 
local brewers Shepherd Neame a 
Canterbury Ales! and award winn 
cider from Kentish Pip 
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Advance Ticket Price: 3 DAYS £92. Day tickets from 
Ticket hotline 0844 884 2920 or online at 

www.anewdayfestival.com ^ 

A celebration of great music and great beers, set in the Garden of England 
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Bryan Hall 


per day 


To find out more, book an appointment 
with one of our Area Managers: 


(£) 07436 158028 
East Kent 


Invicta Chamber of Commerce 


Join the County’s 
Accredited Chamber 
for less than the 
price of a daily cup 
of coffee at 


Roger Keech (g) 07436 158020 

Mid Kent 

Kaz Maeklin (g) 07436 158023 


The Chamber is 
perfectly positioned to 
promote enterprise 
within the County 


North Kent 

John Sayer (£) 07801 583738 

West Kent 

Don’t delay - Join today! 
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SEASIDE COACH HOLIDAYS 


BOURNEMOUTH RUNNER from £199pp* 


NEWQUAY EXPRESS 


from £425pp* 


Enjoy 4 nights in Bournemouth on a 
half board basis in 2016. 


Arrival date: 

18th Jul 16 


SINGLE 

£265 


DOUBLE 

£505 





ta 


■L—-- 


r EASTBOURNE FLYER 

from £190pp*^ 

Enjoy 4 nights in Eastbourne 



on a half board basis in 2016. 



Arrival date: SINGLE DOUBLE 

TO. -J 1 


4th Sept 16 £260 £490 

J 


V 


J 


Short breaks and holidays in Newquay on a half board basis. 

Arrival date: NTS SGL DBL 


15th July 16 4 £425 £645 

8th Aug 16 5 £510 £845 

6th Sep 16 4§03i® 



TORQUAY TORNADO 


Relax with 4 nights in beautiful Torquay on 
a half board basis in 2016. 


from £240pp* 


Arrival date: 

7th Sept 16 


SINGLE 

£260 


DOUBLE 

£495 



LEAVING ON A JET PLANE? 


MARGATE 

RAMSGATE 

BROADSTAIRS 

BIRCHINGTON 

WESTGATE 

SANDWICH 

DEAL 

DOVER 

FOLKESTONE 

HERNE BAY 

WHITSTABLE 

FAVERSHAM 

CANTERBURY 

ASHFORD 

Heathrow 

gatwick 


4 1 




Airport Connections 


Get there with no drama, hassle, 
fuss or parking. Simply book a 
seat on our shuttle and board at 
one of our pick-up points. 


travelling alone? 

£40pp/single £75pp/return 

going together? 

£65pp/single £120pp/return 


Call 01843 823007 / 01843 823700 
or visit www.connections4you.net 

Airport Connections 


Call 01843 823007 / 01843 823700 
or visit www.connections4you.net 
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VICTORY: A year ago he lost his bid to be South Thanet MP. Today he stands as the key architect in the Brexit vote. But will his party now look to reunite with the Tories after achieving its goal? 

Mackinlay claims Ukip’s days are 
numbered as Britain votes Leave 

Tom Pyman speaks to founding member of Ukip turned Tory MP on what Brexit means for the party 


S OUTH Thanet MP Craig 
Mackinlay has hinted there 
could be a movement of 
Ukip members back towards 
the Conservative Party after 
Britain voted to leave the European 
Union. 

After months of relentless cam¬ 
paigning from both sides, nearly 60 
per cent of the Kent electorate voiced 
their desire to leave, with 12 of our 13 
districts backing Brexit. 

The result prompted David Cam¬ 
eron to announce his intention to 
step down as prime minister in Octo¬ 
ber - a decision that was perhaps in¬ 
evitable but no less shocking. 

Ukip has had a dramatic recent his¬ 
tory with the county. 

Last year Thanet became the first 
authority in the country to be gov¬ 
erned by the purple party, while the 
year before they had established 
themselves as the main opposition on 
Kent County Council. 

Mr Mackinlay, a founding father of 
Ukip, and long-time Eurosceptic who 
described this week’s victory as the 
pinnacle of his career, says the politi¬ 
cal implications of Thursday’s vote 
could be huge. 

“Ukip is a bit of a mixed bag,” he 
told KoS. 

“It’s got ex-Conservatives, some 
from the left and some general anar¬ 
chists and maybe they will depart 
back to the parties from where they 
came because the reason for their ex¬ 
istence has now gone. 

“There are some very sensible 
members and some peculiar ones, 
but I think the door will be open for 


some in the Conservatives. 

“Our party is going to go through a 
period of healing because there has 
been a family row and it went a bit too 
far and certainly could have been 
handled better.” 

Ukip leader Nigel Farage, who lives 
in Westerham and stood against Mr 
Mackinlay in last year’s general elec¬ 
tion, has been widely hailed as the 
mastermind behind the Brexit win. 

It represents a remarkable personal 
triumph for a man who almost sin¬ 
gle-handedly forced the prime minis¬ 
ter to promise a referendum in the 
Tory manifesto ahead of the 2015 
general election - a move widely seen 
as a sop towards Eurosceptics when a 
hung parliament seemed inevitable. 

Mr Farage declared the victory the 
nation’s “independence day”. 

Asked if he agreed with claims Mr 
Farage was the most influential per¬ 
son in British politics, Mr Mackinlay 
said: “Absolutely not. 

“I’ve been fighting for this for 25 
years, and I was pleased we had a ref¬ 
erendum at all. 

“To be part of the team that deliv¬ 
ered it was vindication enough for me 
but to then go on and win is the pin¬ 
nacle of what I wanted to achieve. 

“Ukip has been a pressure through¬ 
out, certainly, but it is my belief that if 
Ukip had not been involved we would 
have won it by an even bigger 
margin. 

“They were not playing the vote 
Leave game which was dangerous 
when as a party they only have a cer¬ 
tain appeal.” 

The reaction to the vote was imme¬ 


diate, with the value of the pound 
plummeting to its lowest level since 
1985. 

Britain is expected to now enter a 
period of financial instability, but Mr 
Mackinlay is confident any adverse 
affects will disappear soon enough. 

“I’m absolutely sure the markets 
will be back to normal soon,” he said. 

“Everyone will see the world has 
not caved in on us and that the oppor¬ 
tunities outside of a stifling EU are 
better for Britain. 

“The impact on South Thanet is a 
positive one, particularly for fisher¬ 
man who I have long been fighting 
for. Now they no longer have to suffer 
as part of a failed EU policy where the 
French get a quota twice as big. 

“That’s just a small part of what 
we’re getting back and we’ll start to see 
these benefits coming through to Than¬ 
et and Kent as a whole very quickly.” 

On the eve of the election, the book¬ 
makers made Remain strong favour¬ 
ites to succeed and Green MEP for the 
south east, Keith Taylor, admitted his 
disappointment at the verdict. 

He said: “British people are angry 
and disillusioned with politics as usu¬ 
al - they’ve expressed those senti¬ 
ments by voting to leave the EU. 

“After a bitter and unedifying cam¬ 
paign, the most important task now 
is unifying our divided communities. 

“The old political party system is 
not representing people’s views, that 
is the one message this referendum 
has sent loud and clear. Politics in the 
UK is no longer tenable. 

“Britain’s two-party state is clearly 
failing.” 



DEFEAT: PM is to step down 

Mr Taylor said he feared for the fate 
of Europeans who have made Britain 
their home in recent years. 

“Leave campaigners said they will 
be able to stay - and we expect them 
to honour that commitment,” he 
added. 

“But what about people who have 
made plans to come here to join their 
family, or the British people who have 
saved up for a lifetime to move to 
Spain? 

“The prospect of shutting down the 
right to free movement is frightening, 
as are the long-term consequences of 
a campaign that has at times pitted 
neighbours against one another, 
whipped up fear, courted hatred, and 
allowed lies and myths to take the 
place of truth.” 

Tracey Crouch, sports minister and 
MP for Chatham and Aylesford an¬ 


nounced earlier this week she was 
intending to vote, but would not de¬ 
clare for whom, after claiming she 
was appalled by both campaigns. 

She said following the result: “Now 
it is time for us MPs to work through 
the next steps and deliver what is in 
the best interests of our communities 
and country”. 

Canterbury Tory MP Julian Brazier 
added: “This is not a withdrawal from 
Europe - we will remain a leading Eu¬ 
ropean nation. It is a rejection of the 
bureaucratic apparatus which is do¬ 
ing so much damage over so much of 
Europe. 

“Once the immediate shock of the 
result has sunk in, we will be able to 
get onto a gentle glide path leading to 
an exit over the next two or three 
years, on sensible terms, for ourselves 
and our neighbours.” 

Meanwhile, the Bishop of Dover 
Trevor Willmott issued a statement 
urging us to pray following the 
decision. 

He said: “Whatever our views on 
Europe, we have a duty to continue to 
bear with one another in love, to seek 
to welcome the stranger and care for 
the refugee whatever our future im¬ 
migration policies. 

“Let us pray for grace and wisdom 
for the tasks that he ahead.” 

A sentiment no doubt shared by the 
Tories after David Cameron con¬ 
firmed he would step down, paving 
the way for Michael Gove and Boris 
Johnson to launch expected cam¬ 
paigns to become the next leader of a 
party fractured by differing views on 
the merits of the European Union. 
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EU REFERENDUM: THE RESULTS 


Big turnout 
as county 
votes Brexit 


With the exception of Tunbridge Wells 
all areas supported an exit from the EU 


T HE rise of Ukip over recent 
years in Kent should have 
been enough to send out 
the message that Kent is 
more than a little respon¬ 
sive to a call to exit the European 
Union. 

In recent years, the county has not 
only seen the main opposition in 
County Hall turned purple, but, albeit 
briefly, we even returned a Ukip MP 
as Mark Reckless enjoyed his six 
months in the sun before the Tories 
sent him packing again. 

But the scale of the victory, which 
will have seen voters from across the 
traditional political divide unite 
against the EU will have surprised 
many. 

In total, nearly 60 per cent (59.25 


per cent) of those who voted in the 
county backed a Brexit, with 40.74 
per cent opting to stay. 

Only Tunbridge Wells, that most 
traditionally true blue of constituen¬ 
cies voted to remain in the county. 

Nor can it be claimed the referen¬ 
dum failed to get voters into the poll¬ 
ing stations with a turnout which 
comfortably eclipsed last year’s gen¬ 
eral election and swamped the police 
and crime commissioner elections 
earlier this year, which saw a miserly 
21 per cent of eligible voters submit 
their ballot paper. 

For now, though, the county will 
spend the weekend coming to terms 
with the seismic shock of the out vote 
and ponder the very real impact that 
it will have on our lives. 



Medway 

Turnout: 71% 
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Swale 

Turnout: 74% 
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Sevenoaks 

Turnout: 81% 
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Maidstone 

Turnout: 76% 


Ashford 

Turnout: 77% 


OUT: Only Tunbridge Wells voted in support of remaining in the UK 


Loud oh calories, salt 
and fats. Big oh taste. 



Nutritious & Delicious Menu Pack for only £26.95 


7 main courses: Roast Pork uiith Cider & Apple 
Grauy, Chicken & Spring Vegetable Casserole, 
Sliced Beef in a Red Wine Sauce, Moroccan 
Chicken, Diced Beef Chilli, Butternut Squash 
and Butterbean Steui, Salmon Prouenqale 

ORDER CODE: ND2 
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Looking after yourself has neuer been so enjoyable. Introducing the 
Nutritious & Delicious range. 

Those cleuer chefs at Wiltshire Farm Foods knou) hou) to make really 
healthy food, really tasty. Euery dish uses tasty ingredients that are 
perfectly cooked, then quick-frozen to lock the goodness in. Each meal 
is under 400 calories and contributes to your 5 a day. All auailable 
no-contract, no-commitment - order uuhat you uuant. Try our menu 
noun uuith our Nutritious & Delicious Menu Pack. 


Call us today or go online for your FREE brochure 

01227 774 9 99 

ujiltshirefarmfoods.com 

East 



Wiltshire Farm Foods 
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EU REFERENDUM: THE RESULTS 



Ashford ip 

Remain - 28,314 
Leave - 41,472 
Turnout - 77% 

Canterbury 

Remain - 40,169 
Leave - 41,879 
Turnout - 75% 

Dartford ig 

Remain -19,835 
Leave - 35,870 
Turnout - 76% 

Dover & 

Remain - 24,606 
Leave - 40,410 
Turnout - 77% 

Gravesham £ 

Remain -18,876 


IN-DEPTH RESULTS 


Leave - 35,643 
Turnout - 75% 

Maidstone 

Remain - 36,762 
Leave - 52,365 
Turnout - 76% 

Medway 

Remain - 49,889 
Leave - 88,997 
Turnout - 71 % 

Sevenoaks ip 

Remain - 32,091 
Leave - 38,258 
Turnout - 81% 

Shepway is 

Remain - 22,884 
Leave - 37,729 
Turnout - 75% 


Swale ip 

Remain - 28,481 
Leave - 47,388 
Turnout - 74% 

Thanet ip 

Remain - 26,065 
Leave - 46,047 
Turnout - 73% 

Tonbridge & 
Mailing ig 

Remain - 32,792 
Leave - 41,229 
Turnout -80% 

Tunbridge 
Wells O 

Remain - 35,676 
Leave - 29,320 
Turnout - 79% 




total property care 


We transform homes... 


4-day Coach Trip 
to Ilfracombe £159 


The jewel in the north Devon coastline with its stunning harbour and old 
world charm. Along the Quay the restaurants, cafes, tea gardens and pubs 
give it a vibrant ‘continental’ feel...Now you can have a wonderful 4-day 
coach break here for just £159... 

Full details... 

DAY 1: A leisurely drive down to Devon - arriving 
at the hotel late afternoon with time to settle-in 
before dinner. 


Canterbury 01227 207 111 | Folkestone 01303 767 110 
Ashford 01233 225 640 | Dover, Deal 8c Sandwich 01304 803 579 
Ramsgate, Margate 8c Broadstairs 01843 269 736 


www.maintaintotalpropertycare.co.uk 


DAY 2: After breakfast we have a trip to the pretty 
village of Appledore and then on to the historic 
market town of Barnstaple. 

DAY 3: Day out - across Exmoor National Park 
stopping at the twin villages of Lynton and Lynmouth. A unique water operated cliff railway 
dating back to 1890 joins the village of Lynton to its sister village of Lynmouth, 500ft below. 
The railway is a listed monument and is one of the area’s most popular tourist attractions. A 
return ticket is included so you can visit both pretty places and enjoy a fabulous view 
in-between. 

DAY 4: We leave for home after a last, hearty breakfast to 
see us on our way 

Palm Court Hotel Ilfracombe 

Ideally situated to explore Ilfracombe. The famous Tunnels 
Beaches are just 1 minute walk away and the Landmark 
Theatre and seafront are just a short 5 minute walk. This 
family run Hotel offers good food, regulqj; evening 
entertainment and bright, well equipped ensuite guest rooms 

This trip departs on Friday 7th October £159 

Price includes: 3 nights hotel with 3-course dinner and full choice breakfast plus all coach travel trips out as 

shown. Single Supp £19 

FREE for you! Complimentary Devon Cream Tea included 

Call to book or book online: GBTOURS @ 0151 652 2222 www.gbtours.com 

32 years of great-value coach trips. ABTOT Bonded 5076 


Our coach departs: Margate - 
Broadstairs - Ramsgate - Canterbury 
- Ashford - Maidstone - and then to 
Bideford. 

No changing coaches, no endless 
pick-ups. Same coach, same driver 
throughout your holiday - 


From an extra bedroom to a larger kitchen, new bathroom to 
electrical re-wiring we can take care of all your building projects, 
however large or small, from start to finish in the South East! 


We take pride in our work like you take pride in your 
home. Call us and lets talk about your property needs. 


oo Like and follow us for top tips and competitions 
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Dreamland’s £ 600 k 
Caymans injection 

Chris Murphy reports on the latest chapter in the modern 
history of Margate’s revived, but struggling, theme park... 


T HE saga of Margate’s re¬ 
vived theme park Dream¬ 
land has taken another 
twist after it emerged the 
company which operates it 
has been handed a £600,000 loan 
from a hedge fund based in the Cay¬ 
man Islands. 

The cash is being used to satisfy 
debts run up by the park since it 
opened a year ago this month. 

But as part of the agreement, the 
leasehold on the Dreamland park has 
appeared to be used as security, ac¬ 
cording to documents filed at Compa¬ 
nies House which keeps track of all 
company records. 

And that has prompted concerns 
that should Sands Heritage Ltd - the 
operator now being run by adminis¬ 
trators after sinking under the weight 
of its financial problems - default on 
future payments, the lease awarded 
by the local council could be handed 
over and the park face an uncertain 
future. 

However, the administrator, Lon¬ 
don firm Duff & Phelps, has played 
down those fears, saying the park is 
continuing as normal and claims the 


lease has been sold or reassigned is 
“incorrect”. 

Thanet District Council holds the 
freehold to the land. But it has award¬ 
ed a lease to Sands Heritage for the 
stie and the provision of a theme park. 
Thus it must remain for that purpose. 

However, some are concerned 
should the lease eventually change 
hands, the park may take a very dif¬ 
ferent approach to that which the 
public has backed in recent years. 

Dreamland has struggled since re¬ 
opening last June. 

While it has certainly captured the 
imagination, it has failed to get suffi¬ 
cient numbers through the gates and 
activate the revenue streams neces¬ 
sary to make it viable. 

Despite lots of positive stories is¬ 
sued about its success, after just six 
months it became apparent the park 
was staring down the barrel of a fi¬ 
nancial collapse, when Sands Herit¬ 
age Ltd revealed it had debts of £2.9m. 
It prompted it to enter what is known 
as a company voluntary arrange¬ 
ment (CVA) which restructures debts 
- normally extending the payment 
terms. 


Sands Heritage was appointed to 
run the site at the end of 2014. It is 
spearheaded by Nick Connington, a 
former financier turned property de¬ 
veloper, who is best known in Mar¬ 
gate for the Sands Hotel in the town. 
The boutique hotel reached a wide 
audience after being featured on BBC 
daytime show Homes Under the 
Hammer. 

To further muddy the waters, he 
was formerly portfolio manager at 
Arrowgrass Capital Partners - the in¬ 
vestment firm which runs the Arrow- 
grass Master Fund in the Caymans 
which is now investing. 

While there is no suggestion of any 
impropriety, the link has raised some 
eyebrows. 

Arrowgrass is a respected invest¬ 
ment firm, headquartered in London, 
which has its ‘Master Fund’ division 
based in the Caymans. 

Former Thanet councillor Ian Driv¬ 
er has monitored the financial issues 
behind Dreamland carefully over the 
years, and says he has concerns over 
the latest developments and the 
park’s failure to get a grip, so far, on 
its financial situation. 



Mr Driver, a member of the local 
Green Party, told us: “At least £18m 
of public money has been spent on 
opening Dreamland including £8m 
from local tax payers, grants from the 
Heritage Lottery Fund and from the 
government’s Coastal Communities 
and Sea Change funds. 

“The public therefore have a right 
to know if their money has been spent 
wisely and for the purposes it was in¬ 
tended. I also believe there should be 
an independent public enquiry into 
Thanet council’s management of the 
Dreamland project. 

“The project has been beset with 
problems from the start which suggests 
to me deep-seated mismanagement at 


a political and senior officer level.” 

Mr Driver is certainly no stranger 
to making accusations at the council, 
which is still struggling through the 
storm of protest about the future of 
the Manston Airport site. 

A council spokesman did say: “We 
are aware of this issue and are en¬ 
gaged with the administrator. 

“There has been no change in the 
operator of the site, but should that 
change as part of the administration 
process, our expectation is that any 
new operator would have to comply 
with the terms of the lease. And that 
would mean a theme park on the site.” 

The council had to serve a compul¬ 
sory purchase order to acquire the 


Exclusive tile collection 
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Curtains & Tracking • Blinds • Velux • Canopies • Awnings 


Unit D Joseph Wilson Industrial Estate, Whitstable, Kent CT5 3PS 
Tel: 01227 772779 | Fax: 01227 265202 | Mob: 07860 391136 
sales@howardsblinds.com | www.howardsblinds.com 


Wealden Hall 

London Road, Larkfield, 

Kent, ME20 6DE 

Telephone: 

01732 840259 

wealdenhall.larkfield@greeneking.co.uk 

Cut this out to receive a 

Free Bottle ofWine 

when two dine 
from our main menu 

throughout June. 

All day, every day 

Ts and Cs apply. 


East 
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TRADING ON PAST GLORIES 



Dreamland site to enable it to move in 
and return it to something approach¬ 
ing its former glory. It then awarded a 
long-term leasehold deal to Sands 
Heritage to actually operate the park 
on the site. 

After struggling with its debts, the 
administrators were called in. It 
means the accountants and business 
experts from the administrators will 
call the shots in a bid to try and halt 
the haemorrhage of cash and turn it 
back into a viable business. 

One immediate sign was to drop 
the entry fee and make the park a 
pay-to-ride destination. This saw 
double the expected numbers last 
weekend, as 14,000 flocked to visit 


the park. It may yet prove to be the 
key to unlocking the potential and 
getting it back on financial track. 

A spokesman for the administra¬ 
tors said: “News the lease of Dream¬ 
land has been assigned or sold is in¬ 
correct. The business continues to 
trade as normal under administra¬ 
tion and the team at Dreamland are 
looking forward to an exciting sum¬ 
mer ahead.” 

A source close to the negotiations 
added: “Arrowgrass is a secured cred¬ 
itor of the company in administration 
but their relationship to Dreamland is 
no different to any other secured 
creditor under any sort of adminis¬ 
tration situation.” 



POPULAR: Last weekend’s decision to drop the entry 
fee to the park for the summer season saw crowds 
more than double on those expected, and for the gates 
to be kept open longer on Sunday to meet demand 


DREAMLAND’S market¬ 
ing strategy from the off 
has been to trade on its 
place in the hearts and 
minds of those who 
remember it from its 
hey-day 

Without the sort of 
budget or size of plot of 
today’s modern theme 
parks Dreamland 
needed to find a niche; 
so it looked back in time. 

For anyone who grew 
up in the 1950s through to 
1980s, Dreamland - or 
Bembom Brothers as it 
was also known - was a 
pleasure palace filled with 
daring, dramatic rides 
and a constant ripple of 
excitement. And Margate 
thrived as a result. 

Thus Dreamland opted 
to go retro - installing 
rides its audience would 
remember from its 
youth, and hopefully 
bring along the younger 
generation to discover 
them too. 

The only problem, of 
course, is that for £15 a 
person, the cost of entry 
added up for a family. 
And in those first six 
months there were not 
enough rides or attrac¬ 
tions to satisfy today’s 
demanding park goer... 
and, perhaps most 
importantly, certainly not 


the demanding teenager. 
They may not have been 
the target audience, but 
right now Dreamland 
can ill afford to be too 
picky. 

Things have improved 
ahead of this summer 
season, more rides are 
now in place and the 
Scenic Railway is now 
fully up and running 
(unlike when it first 
opened last June). And 
dropping the entry price 
may just prove a 
masterstroke in getting 
people through the gates 
and spending the money 
it needs to justify the 
expenditure. 

But remember, 
Dreamland has been 
recreated as much as a 
labour of love as it has by 
serious investment. Its 
budgets are tiny 
compared to the big 
parks and its repurpos¬ 
ing of older rides 
underlines that. 

Yet Dreamland’s 
selling point remains that 
it pulls people into 
Margate - to its fabulous 
beach, its rejuvenated 
Old Town and, of course, 
the Turner Contempo¬ 
rary. For that alone, the 
county needs to get 
behind it, support it, and 
hope it survives. 



Saturday 9th 
July 2016 


Dance the summer evening away with friends at this 
iconic musical event. Now in its 38th year, join thousands 
of flag-waving concert goers enjoy performances from the 
Royal Philharmonic Orchestra conducted by John Rigby, 
with narration by Aled Jones. 

The Definitive Rat Pack, the world’s finest interpreters 
of Frank Sinatra, Dean Martin and Sammy Davis Jr 
and the P&O Ferries Choir, will also be returning. 

With breath-taking aerial displays and a stunning 
fireworks finale it's an event not to be missed. 

Book tickets today at LeedsCastleConcert.co.uk 


KM 
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DRIVEN: Author Martin Gurdon, above, his new book, right, and a classic Bristol 401, below 

Ode to the highs and lows of life 
spent under the bonnet of a car 

Steve Loader meets writer Martin Gurdon to discuss his entertaining book on a life-long obsession... 



M ARTIN Gurdon’s ear¬ 
liest experiences with 
cars could have been 
enough put some oth¬ 
er people off learning 

to drive. 

Instead, he was driven to become a 
motoring journalist. 

“I grew up in the 1960s and 70s, 
when people mostly drove around in 
ratty old bangers,” the 52-year-old 
explained. 

“My dad owned a pair of Jowett 
Javelins - clever cars made by a little 
company in Yorkshire. Unfortunate¬ 
ly, they weren’t very reliable, and he 
was forever fixing them. Gearboxes 
tended to go wrong, and on one fam¬ 
ily holiday my dad packed a spare 
‘box and fitted it before we came 
home. I think this sort of thing was a 
hangover from the Second World 
War’s drive to make do and mend.” 

Now Mr Gurdon, a contributor to 
magazines like Octane and to the 
London Evening Standard, has writ¬ 
ten An Estate Car Named Desire, a 
book about growing up in an era of 
eccentric people and eccentric cars. 

“The streets were filled with Ford 
Cortinas and Anglias, ‘bubble cars’ 
with one wheel at the back and a door 
at the front, where dads fixed cars at 
the weekend, seat belts were rarely 
used and parents smoked in cars with 
their kids. 

“It doesn’t seem that long ago to 
me, but it’s ancient history to many 
people, so I thought it would be fun to 
bring that world to life for them. It 
was also a wallow in nostalgia, but I 
enjoyed that too. 

“I wanted to entertain people who 
couldn’t care less about cars, as much 


as I hope I’ve pleased those who’re 
passionate about them.” 

He said the book aims to portray 
the cars as characters; those that 
were common in his childhood often 
had big personalities, although many 
seemed prone to breakdowns. 

His book is packed with anecdotes, 
including how one of his dad’s Jowetts 
may have inspired Monty Python’s 
Dead Parrot sketch. 

Gurdon senior worked in television 
props and special effects on pro¬ 
grammes like Upstairs Downstairs 
and On the Buses, and became in¬ 
volved in a sketch show starring John 
Cleese. “One sketch was about a 
dodgy car salesman, played by 
Michael Palin, who’d sold a dud car to 
Graham Chapman,” said Mr Gurdon. 

“My dad used his Jowett for it. He 
rigged the car so that he could hide in 
the back, pulling lengths of fishing 
line so that things like the bumpers 
and doors fell off at crucial moments. 
It sounded like a Dead Parrot sketch 
prototype and has been viewed on 
YouTube about 900,000 times.” 

When it comes to his own cars, Mr 
Gurdon said he’s a little embarrassed 
to find that he’s owned about 80, the 
first being a tiny, egg-shaped Honda 
Z600 coupe. Smaller than an original 
Mini it had a 600cc, air cooled twin- 
cylinder engine like a motorcycle, 
and a gearbox without synchromesh; 
changing gear without crunching 
noises took plenty of practice. 

“Fourteen days after I started driv¬ 
ing it I ‘collected’ a Ford Transit as a 
bonnet ornament, but found a 
wrecked Z600 in a farmer’s field and 
salvaged the bonnet and wings from 
that, except they were orange and the 


rest of the car was yellow, so it then 
looked like a jaundiced dwarf with an 
orange party nose -1 was forever be¬ 
ing stopped by the police.” 

Until last year he owned an elegant 
1951 Bristol 401, with a handmade 
aluminium body and 1930s BMW- 
designed engine: “My dad ran one in 
the early 1970s, and it was the most 
charismatic mechanical thing I’ve 
ever known. 


“I acquired my own as soon as I 
could, only to find that it needed a 
wealthy owner to look after it proper¬ 
ly, so now it’s gone to a good home.” 

When Mr Gurdon isn’t driving new 
press cars, including exotic supercars 
like the Audi R8 - “I have fun and give 
them back afterwards” - his own set 
of wheels is a humble 1999 Toyota 
Avensis automatic. 

Why would a motoring journalist 


drive something like that? 

“It was free,” he said. “And the pre¬ 
vious owner was going to scrap it if I 
didn’t take it away. Since then I’ve 
done 27,000 miles in it. It’s very bor¬ 
ing but very reliable. 

“People get very nostalgic about 
cars, and I’m still asked ‘why don’t 
they make them like that anymore?’ 
but the truth is ‘they’ don’t make 
them like that anymore because 
modern cars are made a whole lot 
better. Models we now call classics 
were less safe, slower, dirtier and less 
efficient than those made now,” said 
Mr Gurdon. 

“Yes, they were easier to fix because 
they needed more maintenance to 
start with and needed it more often. 
When a modern car goes wrong it can 
be fiendishly difficult and expensive to 
repair, but they don’t go wrong very 
often, last longer and don’t drop to bits. 
When I was a kid, cars were eaten 
alive by rust and mechanically worn 
out in five or six years.” 


TOP GEAR WILL HIT TOP SPEED IN NEXT SERIES 


WHEN people hear what 
Martin Gurdon does for a 
living he is frequently asked 
what he thinks of TV’s Top 
Gear and particularly the 
newly re-launched Chris 
Evans version. 

The show has fared poorly 
in the ratings since the trio of 
Jeremy Clarkson, Richard 
Hammond and James May 
left last year. 

Mr Gurdon said: “There’s 


a lot of fun stuff in the show 
yet it’s still a work in 
progress, which is only to 
be expected. I suspect 
things will get really 
interesting in the second 
series, when they’ve got 
into the groove of making it, 
and perhaps not under quite 
such intense media interest.’ ’ 
■ An Estate Car Named 
Desire (£12.99) is published 
by Duckworth Overlook. 
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Time to update 

your kitchen! 
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With Kitchen Door Replacement transform your tired kitchen in just a 
few days from start to finish just by changing the doors and worktops. 

Huge choice of door styles and colours in any size. 

Worktops, Appliances, Sinks and Taps to complete your kitchen. 

Installed quickly and cleanly by our own local professional fitters. 

We also do Bedroom Wardrobes, Utility Rooms, and Studies. 

Senior Citizens Discount 


BESPOKE 

v^ail iot 3. .r K KK estimate tti tt 

01795 432850 

View our work online: www.bespokekent.co.uk 

Unit C4, St Georges Business Park, Castle Road, Sittingbourne, Kent, ME10 3TB 
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ATTACK: The moths could threaten some of the county’s crops if fears over their numbers see them swam across our fields 

Farmers on red alert as swarms 
of moths head in our direction 


The diamondback moth may only be tiny but its impact can be enormous. Simon Allin takes a look 
at the latest threat on the horizon and attempts to find an insecticide powerful enough to tame it... 



V EGETABLE growers in 
Kent face having to deal 
with an influx of ‘super¬ 
pests’ that could wreak 
havoc with their crops. 
The diamondback moth, which has 
been arriving in the UK in large num¬ 
bers this year, can devastate certain 
types of crop and is resistant to most 
insecticides, including pyrethroids 
and diamide - two of the most power¬ 
ful and effective pest-killers. 

According to annual records from 
the Rothamsted Insect Survey, which 
monitors insect numbers, diamond- 
backs reported so far are exception¬ 
ally high, reaching levels last seen in 
1996. 

The moths - no bigger than a finger 
nail - arrive in such numbers they 
can decimate crops - eating them or 
severely damaging them. 

One swarm spotted in Hereford¬ 
shire extended for two miles and was 
described as like “driving through 
rain.” 

Sites in eastern England and the 
Channel Islands have reported 
around ten times the normal yearly 
total over a period of a few nights, 
with more than 1,000 reported over 
three nights from a trap in Berkshire, 
and 310 in one night in Guernsey. 

The moths affect the brassica fami¬ 
ly of vegetable, which includes com¬ 
mon types of crop such as broccoli, 
cauliflower and oilseed rape - the vi¬ 
brant yellow colour of which has be¬ 


come a major crop across Kent 

Kevin Attwood, Kent county dele¬ 
gate for the National Farmers’ Union 
(NFU), said: “It is not a major problem 
at the moment, but it is something 
that certainly needs monitoring. 

“For vegetable and salad growers - 
foods which go straight into the food 
chain - it could be very significant. 

“It is a case of waiting, possibly, to 
see what happens.” 

Trevor Bradley, of Boundary Farm 
in Wingham, near Canterbury, 
grows around 390 acres of vegeta¬ 
bles, including brassicas. 

He told KoS he is not worried about 
the moths at the moment, although 
they could pose a big problem if they 
get out of control. 

“I got out and sprayed the crops a 
couple of weeks ago and that kept the 
moths at bay and I will give them an¬ 
other spraying. 

“They came in all of a sudden but 
we can control them and it is not a 
life-threatening situation. 

“If they do get out of control, the 
crops would be devastated - we would 
have crops full of holes.” 

The county’s oilseed rape crop 
could also be at risk. According to the 
NFU, 24,510 hectares of oilseed rape 
is grown in Kent, making it the sec¬ 
ond most commonly grown arable 
crop. 

Chris Shortall, a research scientist 
and co-ordinator of the Rothamsted 
light-trap network, said: “In our 


light-traps here at Rothamsted we 
have seen in two nights the number 
of diamondback moths that we usu¬ 
ally record in a year, and this is re¬ 
flected elsewhere in the network. 

“If the summer weather is warm 
and favourable for the reproduction 
of the moths we could see an explo¬ 
sion in the number of them by the end 
of the season.” 

The moths are believed to originate 
in the Mediterranean, where grow¬ 
ing methods mean they pose less of a 
problem than they would in the UK. 

“In warmer countries, a lot of them 
will grow under cover - in the Medi¬ 
terranean, there is not much planting 
out,” Mr Shortall explained. 

“Climate change could be a factor 
in this. It is likely to have been a mild 
winter in their breeding grounds, 
which has allowed them to survive. 

“Warmer winters are likely to hap¬ 
pen more and there will be more east¬ 
erlies with climate change. It is not 
clear, but I would not rule it out. 

“When the last invasion happened, 
in 1996, there was not as much 


oilseed rape being grown as there is 
now. 

“It is still early days, but reports we 
have been getting say that these 
numbers might well be an increase 
on the 1996 numbers.” 

Research will now take place to de¬ 
termine which, if any, insecticides can 
be used against the pests, and to ex¬ 
plore potential management methods. 

Mr Shortall added that farmers 
should be on the lookout for the 
moth’s larvae on their spring crops 
and take advice from their agrono¬ 
mists, who will be informed when it is 
known what chemicals are effective. 

John Harris, who owns Broadditch 
Farm in Southfleet, said he would 
have to monitor the situation - but 
the uncertainty about the moth’s in¬ 
secticide resistance meant he would 
have to be reactive rather than 
proactive. 

“We have got brassica that would 
be affected - sprouts, cauliflower and 
kale,” he explained. 

“In the next month or so, we will 
have curly kale and cabbage, so we 


will have to monitor the crops strictly. 

“We have some fleece to cover 
them, which we are hoping will suf¬ 
fice. With small crops, you can cover 
them, but not for acres and acres of 
crops.” 

Mr Harris pointed out that oilseed 
rape covers thousands of acres up and 
down the country. 

He had been planning to plant a 
new crop in the autumn, but the ar¬ 
rival of the moth means he may need 
to reconsider. 

“Oilseed is a good break crop for 
giving the ground a rest, and it is the 
main crop from that point of view,” he 
said. 

“There is normally some sort of ar¬ 
mament available to tackle pests. The 
problem is that they are saying there 
is nothing that is suitable to kill 
them.” 

A spokeswoman for the Depart¬ 
ment for Environment, Food and Ru¬ 
ral Affairs said: “Diamondback moths 
migrate to the UK every year. 

“While the number observed this 
year is particularly high, there has 
been no significant damage reported 
in crops and a number of control 
methods are available for farmers. 

“Protecting our country from pests 
and diseases is important for our 
economy, the environment and our 
health and we will continue to moni¬ 
tor the situation and work with farm¬ 
ers to limit the damage to our valua¬ 
ble crops sector.” 
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END OF LEASE CLEARANCE 

SALE 

-WE'RE MOVING!! 
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Warming your world! 
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Roper Close, Canterbury CT2 7DQ_ 

01227 457643 

www.heatdesignkent.co.uk 

dthomas@heatdesignkent.co.uk 
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Simply Red bowl up a hits 
heavy set at Spitfire Ground 


Thousands flocked to Canterbury last 
weekend to watch the big-selling band 


All pictures: Andy Archer 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 


S IMPLY Red saw off the wet 
weather last weekend to 
bask in the glow of adoration 
as the chart-topping band 
romped through their great¬ 
est hits catalogue in front of thou¬ 
sands of fans in Canterbury. 

The group, fronted by Mick Huck- 
nall, performed at the Spitfire Ground 
St Lawrence - home of Kent County 
Cricket Club - last Saturday as part of 
their UK tour. 

Among the hits performed were the 
likes of Money’s Too Tight (To Men¬ 
tion), Fairground, For Your Babies, 
Stars, If You Don’t Know Me By Now, 
A New Flame and Your Mirror. 

The stage was set up on one side of 
the pitch, with the crowd on the pro¬ 
tected hallow turf to enjoy the show. 

A crowd of some 8,000 fans filled 
the ground for the show. 

Jamie Clifford, Kent Cricket’s chief ex¬ 
ecutive said the performance went by 
without a hitch and that the club was 
delighted by the turn-out for the show. 


He told KoS: “We were fortunate 
that the weather cleared up and by 
Saturday evening it was dry and 
mild. 

“The show was a great success. The 
band played all their biggest hits and 
the feedback from the audience has 
been positive. 

“We were delighted with its success 
and the number of tickets sold.’’ 

The show followed performances 
by the likes of Elton John and Mad¬ 
ness in recent years, who have rocked 
the venue in Old Dover Road. 

Next up will be a performance by 
Canadian singer-songwriter Bryan 
Adams - best known for huge hits 
such as Run To You and the long run¬ 
ning number one (Everything I Do) I 
Do It For You. 

Mr Clifford added: “We are looking 
forward to Bryan Adams on Satur¬ 
day, August 13. 

“We are delighted to be welcoming 
him to the ground and early bird tick¬ 
ets are already selling well. 

“We are building up a reputation 
for attracting best-selling artists like 
Elton John and Madness so Bryan Ad¬ 
ams continues that tradition.” 



STARS: Mick Hucknall belted through his back catalogue 



CROWD: Fans were delighted to watch the group perform in Kent 
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Don't miss out! More offers in our bathroom showroom 


Third Avenue, Chatham, Kent ME5 OAD 

01634 813813 | sales@morrisandturner.co.uk | morrisandturner.co.uk 


Newly refurbed bathroom showroom plus ex display items at 50% OFF 
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PARTICIPATION: Crowd sang along to hits like Something Got Me Started 


POWERFUL: Hits from the best-selling Stars album shone through 





CLIFF HA 


Europe’s leading Dolly Parton & Kenny Rogers tribute show” 
ui»i as said by Kennv Rogers himself! 

FRIDAY 8TH JULY 7.30PM 
BOX Office 0844 971 3015* 

fiffBSM ATGTICKETS.COIWFOLKESTONE* (HKO FEE) 


OS4-4 ST1 301 
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Indoor 
two lane 
bowling. 
Coming 
soon. 


Set within the heart of Kent’s beautiful unspoilt 
countryside, Pilgrim’s Retreat is the prefect setting 
for idyllic and relaxing lifestyle. 

We offer private residential and leisure homes, exclusively 
for the over 50’s. You can swim in our indoor heated 
swimming pool, or work out in our community gym. Meet 
up with friends in our clubhouse or coffee shop, even 
go for a relaxing stroll within the 30 acres of beautiful 
woodlands. The possibilities are endless. You can even 
bring your pets! After all they are part of the family. 


Convenience 
store 
Now open 



We offer Part Exchange 
No Solicitors Fees 
No Stamp Duty and 
No Estate Agents Fees 

Show homes open daily. 
No appointment required. 

6 A beautiful and tranquil 
place to live’ 



Pilgrims Retreat, Hogbarn Lane, Harrietsham, Kent ME17 1NZ 

we are 1 hr from central London, 30 mins from the M25 J3 and 10 mins from the M20. 

Tel: 01622 859648 www.pilgrimsretreat.com Email: info@pilgrimsretreat.com 
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Dover 


IN T1IE 

Second world war 


Ft ft y Stiffirtt 
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ICONIC: The White Cliffs took on a hugely symbolic status during the war. The book, inset left, and a visit by the wartime prime minister, Winston Churchill, inset top right. 

How town survived might of the 
relentless shelling by Germany 


Chris Murphy speaks to the writer of a new book looking at the bombardment of Dover during the war 


D OVER’S history as a town 
on the frontline of Brit¬ 
ain’s defences has 
stretched back centuries. 
But for many, it is its 
symbolic status during the Second 


World War - representing freedom 
and home for the troops being shipped 
around the world to fight - that is the 
most compelling. 

Yet during the Second World War, 
Dover was subject to some intensive 



DAMAGE: The town was bombarded by German artillery 


damage by German forces. 

It has been calculated the port 
town had to withstand some 2,226 
German shells fired from the occu¬ 
pied French coast, more than 460 
high explosive bombs, around 1,500 
fire bombs, three parachute mines 
and three Vis (the flying bomb) that 
all fell inside its boundaries 

Now a local journalist has put to¬ 
gether a book chronicling some of the 
appalling nightmares locals had to 
endure. 

Terry Sutton, a former chairman of 
the Dover Society, which assists the 
preservation of the town, said: “My 
father, who was a newspaper editor, 
kept an illegal diary and some of that 
is contained in the book.” 

Published in paperback, the 150- 
page tome tells in detail what it was 
like to live in wartime Dover con¬ 
stantly under siege from German 
guns fired from the French coast. 

He put the illustrated book together 
with former customs officer Derek 
Leach, the Dover Society’s current 
chairman. 

Inside are accounts from locals 
who lived through the horror of the 
wartime shelling. 


One gem revealed for the first time 
is that military authorities planned to 
demolish many of Dover’s sea front 
homes to provide clear lines of fire to 
cut down any invaders coming 
ashore at the port. 

Mr Sutton said: “We have illustrat¬ 
ed it with over 100 pictures that show 
the true horror of that four-year siege 
of Dover. The worst fear was not 
knowing where and when another 
shell was to crash down. 

“There are those who believe Dover 
deserves the George Cross for what it 
endured during those terrible years. 
Derek and I do not support that cam¬ 
paign but we embarked on writing 
this book as our tribute to the bravery 
of those who remained in the town 
throughout the war.” 

He said Dover’s population, 40,000 
before the war, dwindled to an esti¬ 
mated 16,500 by the time shelling 
began and it never fully recovered. 
Many of those who remained in the 
town during the war spent their days 
in deep shelters carved out of the cliffs 
and quarries, he said. 

Mr Sutton went on: “We were for¬ 
tunate to be able read the wartime 
diaries of my father Norman Sutton, 


the only journalist to remain in Dover 
throughout the conflict. While work¬ 
ing on the local newspaper, the Dover 
Express, he also served as an officer in 
the town’s Home Guard spending 
nights patrolling the sea front. 

“In September 1944, as the Cana¬ 
dians fought their way towards the 
German cross-Channel guns, the en¬ 
emy gunners bombarded Dover with 
hundreds of shells just to use up their 
ammunition before their guns were 
finally silenced.” 

One eye witness, Barry Fincham, 
told the authors: “One frightful as¬ 
pect of shelling was that a shell had to 
fall before the sirens were sounded 
and people could take shelter.” 

Mr Sutton’s father, Norman, wrote: 
“In September 1944... Dover people 
realised the German gunners were 
determined to spite their frustration 
and cause as much damage as they 
could before they fell before the inexo¬ 
rable advance of the Allied armies. 
That being so the Dover people did the 
sensible thing and remained under 
cover when possible.” 

■ Dover in the Second World War is 
published by The History Press 
(Phillimore) and costs £15.99. 
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Large showroom with plenty on display 

Friendly, knowledgeable staff to assist with 
your new bathroom project with expert advice 
& solutions 

Open from 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday and 
9am - 4pm Saturdays 


Unit 10, Cinque Ports Road, 
Mountfield Industrial Estate, 
New Romney, TN28 8LH 

01797 363623 


Unit 60, 

John Wilson Industrial Estate, 
Kent, Whitstable CT5 3QT 

01227 281648 
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Track chiefs 
brand Stack 
proposal as 
‘unviable’ 


Calls by a shipping firm to turn the 
famous Brands Hatch race circuit into 
a massive lorry park are dismissed... 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


B RANDS Hatch has shot 
down the suggestion it 
could be used as an alter¬ 
native solution to Opera¬ 
tion Stack as “completely 

unviable”. 

It comes after a shipping firm oper¬ 
ating in Dover floated the idea of us¬ 
ing the track as one of a number of 
possible solutions to the issues creat¬ 
ed by Stack in a new report. 

Motis, which has more than 8,000 
customers across Europe, is the latest 
organisation to slam the govern¬ 
ment’s plan to build a £250m lorry 
park ‘the size of Disneyland’ capable 
of holding 3,600 trucks to ease the 
pressure on Kent’s roads when Stack 
comes into effect. 

However, chancellor George Os¬ 
borne warned last week that a vote 
for Brexit would mean some £30bil- 
lion of tax rises and spending cuts, 
with planned large infrastructure 
projects such as the lorry park ear¬ 
marked for Stanford, off junction 11 
of the M20, being the first to take the 
hit. 

Motis believes parking the freight 
transport only exacerbates the prob¬ 
lem, and that it would be more sensi¬ 
ble to queue lorries away from the 
M20 rather than have them parked. 

Robert Hardy, who wrote the re¬ 
port, said: “A truck park is not the so¬ 
lution for Operation Stack. 

“Trucks do not need to park they 
need to form an orderly queue. 

“Think theme park, would you 


leave the queue to have lunch and ex¬ 
pect to return to the point you left 
while all others have patiently stood 
there? 

“What is required is a holding area 
- a long strip of tarmac that allows a 
queue, an example, although not 
practical, would be Brands Hatch or 
Lydden race track - a continuous 
strip of road rather than a square of 
concrete.” 

However, bosses at the popular cir¬ 
cuit have laughed off such 
suggestions. 

An official spokesman for Brands 
Hatch told KoS: “Brands Hatch is an 
active, busy motor racing circuit so 
the suggestion it could ever be used as 
a lorry park is rather strange. 

“It goes without saying that the 
concept is completely unviable.” 

One perhaps more viable sugges¬ 
tion made in Motis’ report was the 
use of the M2 6 motorway to queue 
lorries. 

The M26 connects junction five of 
the M2 5 and junction three of the 
M20, but the shipping firm does not 
believe it is an essential artery for 
Kent, and would be ideal for taking 
pressure off the vital stretch of M20 
between London and Dover. 

The report continued: “Nine miles 
of motorway could accommodate 
5,000 trucks in an orderly queue. 

“Motorway could be closed but 
routes to and from M20 and M25 
would still be accessible via junction 
three. 

“M26 is a short-cut motorway and 
not an essential route and could be 
temporarily closed with minimal 
impact. 



SPEED: West Kingsdown’s Brands Hatch circuit 



PROBLEM: Operation Stack causes no end of problems on the M20... but it’s not coming to Kent’s top race track 


“Configuration suits holding lor¬ 
ries in a stack formation, initially 
southbound but could be adapted to 
northbound also. 

“At least one junction would need 
to be altered but this would appear 
significantly cheaper than building a 
£2 50m truck park folly.” 

The suggestion of using the M2 6 
was backed by a freight firm, which 
became the latest association to voice 
concerns about the lorry park plans. 

The British International Freight 
Association (BIFA) has claimed the 
government’s decision to proceed 
with the project had ignored some of 
the usual best practice when plan¬ 
ning the expenditure of such large 
sums of money. 

BIFA director general, Robert 
Keen, said: “Our members’ cross¬ 
channel trailer services are seriously 
impacted when there is disruption in 
the channel ports and Operation 
Stack comes into action. 

“They are keen for the government 
to seek a solution to the disruption 
caused by Operation Stack, but query 
whether a lorry park is the best ap¬ 
proach, given the cost and scale 
involved. 

“It seems a little odd that such a sig¬ 
nificant amount of money might be 
spent on a lorry park that might nev¬ 
er get used and might not even solve 
the wider problems. 

“BIFA has always said there is not 
one single fix. 

“A range of options should be con¬ 
sidered, including consideration of 
the use of the M26 to queue rather 
than park traffic, upgrading of the A2 
so that we’ve got two major routes to 
the port, as well as using smart 
technology. 

“With an announcement expected 
on the way forward in summer 2016, 


BIFA members still feel that the gov¬ 
ernment has more work to do to per¬ 
suade us of the business case for this 
investment.” 

Debbie Burton of the Kent SOS 
(Smarter Options than Stanford) 
campaign group also said she wel¬ 
comed the suggestion. 

“Spending all that money on a lor¬ 
ry park that might never get used 
cannot be sensible,” she told KoS. 

“There’s no one single fix, we need 
to look at a range of options including 
using smart technology. 

“I think the M26 is a solution be¬ 
cause it’s not an essential route and 
it’s far less expensive than building a 
lorry park we might not even need. 

“It makes more sense to have them 
queuing rather than parked. 

“I’d also rather see upgrading of the 
A2 so that we’ve got two major routes 
to the port - that’s an idea that hasn’t 
been covered much. 

“However I don’t think using 
Brands Hatch or Lydden would work 
because it would need to be available 
to be called on at any time, so it 
wouldn’t be a permanent solution.” 

It comes after a government trans¬ 
port committee published a damning 
report claiming the decision to pro¬ 
ceed with the lorry park plans was 
rushed in reaction to the events of the 
summer of 2015 when Stack was 
used longer than ever before. 

The committee called on transport 
ministers to demonstrate the neces¬ 
sity of building the lorry park, includ¬ 
ing the cost-benefit ratios of alterna¬ 
tive solutions and whether the park is 
proportionate and appropriate to the 
scale and frequency of disruption. 

It also stressed the need to factor in 
environmental and social costs on 
the locality, economic benefits and 
the long-terms costs of operating, 


maintaining, renewing and, eventu¬ 
ally, decommissioning the lorry park. 

“What happens next is a waiting 
game,” Ms Burton added. 

“But we were very pleased with the 
transport committee’s findings be¬ 
cause it’s not just a campaign group, 
it’s now a government committee re¬ 
laying these fears. 

“It remains to be seen whether it 
will be listened to, because if it isn’t, 
what’s the point of having the com¬ 
mittee in the first place?” 

However, it was announced last 
month that a £130m contract for the 
construction of the park was award¬ 
ed to international infrastructure 
group, Balfour Beatty, despite a final 
decision not yet being made. 

The secretary of state will make an 
announcement on the way forward 
this summer, with Highways Eng¬ 
land holding a further six week con¬ 
sultation on a preferred site before 
construction starts. 

Roads minister Andrew Jones con¬ 
firmed in a letter to Faversham and 
Mid Kent MP Helen Whately that 
Manston Airport would be used as a 
temporary solution should Stack 
come into force. 

He said that would be the case until 
the end of 2017, by which time he an¬ 
ticipates part of the lorry park would 
be available for use. 

Highways England revealed the 
routes lorries would take should such 
a situation arise last year. 

Dover-bound freight coming from 
the West will use the M20 to junction 
7, Maidstone, where it will be diverted 
via the A249, M2, and A299 to 
Manston. 

Dover-bound freight coming from 
the North (Dartford Crossing) will 
use the A2, M2 and A299 to 
Manston. 
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Start queuing for tickets to 
Operation Stack the musical 


Inspired by the traffic chaos on the M20, 
a special production is set to be staged 



By Chris Murphy 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 


T HINK Operation Stack, 
and the chances are you 
imagine gridlocked roads, 
frustrated motorists, and 
large stretches of the M20 
motorway resembling a huge dor¬ 
mant snake made up of lorries. 

But while trouble at the ports can 
make businesses see profits frazzled 
and tempers fray, Operation Stack 
has proved an unlikely creative spark 
to one theatre company. 

Because it has used the impact on 
our county as the inspiration for a 
new play called simply Stacked. 

Staged at the Marlowe Theatre in 
Canterbury on July 13 and 14, the 
community production is a very 
modern twist of Geoffrey Chaucer’s 
classic Canterbury Tales. 

Performed by a 200-strong group 
of local actors and musicians, it 
sees the county gridlocked after 
Stack once again swings into 
force, forcing people to take refuge 
in the Canterbury Tales pub 


- right opposite the theatre. 

The pub has been recreated on the 
stage with even its landlord, Chris 
Smith, playing himself as a member 
of the theatre’s adult acting class. 

Each of the six main characters tell 
a tale involving everything from al¬ 
iens to nuns and even a camel. 

It is the third annual community 
production, with those taking part 
formed from the theatre’s various 
participation groups and appearing, 
for the first time, on the main stage. 

Andy Dawson, the Marlowe Thea¬ 
tre’s head of creative projects, directs 
the performance. He told KoS: “Eve¬ 
ryone ends up in the pub because Op¬ 
eration Stack has got out of control 
and the entire county has ground to 
a halt. 

“People have abandoned their cars 
and ended up in the pub. From there 
it is all about humankind and how 
we can all get together to battle 
adversity. 

“I think this is a really Kent-specif¬ 
ic story because we all know Stack 
and the effect it can have on our lives. 
It is a mix of all sorts of genres includ¬ 
ing musical, drama and comedy.” 


Greek-born musician Yiannis 
Zaronis, now living in Canterbury, 
often helps those who need it most, 
including offenders, detainees, and 
young people at risk. 

He said: “They are generally in en¬ 
vironments where music is not ac¬ 
cessible.” 

As a music teacher, he worked at 
Canterbury College for two years and 
regularly performs live in the city. 

The 3 5-year-old father-of-two is 
now the director and co-writer of 
Stacked. Having learned the guitar 
at nine, he has been studying the 
subject all his life and got his BA in 
music at Canterbury Christ Church 


University, followed by a masters de¬ 
gree in ethnomusicology at the Uni¬ 
versity of London. 

He said: “For my masters, I studied 
the anthropology of music, which 
means I know a little bit about world 
music, and this is important for 
Stacked.” 

The teacher said Stacked is a mod¬ 
ern-day Canterbury Tales, inter¬ 
weaving different stories with a com¬ 
mon theme - a gridlocked city, where 
everyone is stuck in a pub.. 

He said: “I know of Chaucer’s Can¬ 
terbury Tales and my first thought 
was to make medieval English folk 
music for Stacked. But Andy didn’t 



CHAOS: Stack last summer on the 
M20 motorway which caused such 
problems across the county 


want it to be so predictable, so I had 
to think again. It was challenging, 
but not so difficult.” 

Stacked features music from differ¬ 
ent eras and of different styles - jazz 
swing from the 1940s, European 
waltzes, Middle Eastern drumming - 
and will be played live on stage. 

Mr Zaronis added: “Its topics are so 
very relevant to now and the large, 
passionate cast are all giving 100 
per cent. It’s going to be very 
entertaining.” 

Operation Stack has almost be- 



Picture not associated with deal 
ask in store for details. 


Sole 

Now On! 


big savings 
on fires... 


Electric Fireplace Suite 

Stone effect with 2kw Fan Heater 


Price £499 


Don't miss out! More offers in our fireplace showroom 


New revamped fireplace showroom with working electric fire displays 


Third Avenue, Chatham, Kent ME5 OAD 

01634 813813 | sales@morrisandturner.co.uk | morrisandturner.co.uk 
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come part of Kent life. 

It has been put in place so often, 
the government finally stepped in 
and promised cash for a giant lorry 
park - but now the rows have started 
over where to put the huge slab of 
concrete. 

Last year, there was a 40-day peri¬ 
od when the coast bound M20 was 
closed for 24 days. 

Thousands of lorries just sat and 
waited for days on end for the chance 
to continue their journeys. 

It was caused by the perfect storm 


of a strike by French ferry workers, 
which saw capacity across the busy 
route dramatically reduced, and re¬ 
peated attempts by migrants to in¬ 
vade the entry point in Coquelles, 
thus forcing services through the 
tunnel to be reduced or significantly 
delayed. 

All of which means with no route 
across the Channel, police are left 
with little choice but to start manag¬ 
ing the inevitable backlog of articu¬ 
lated trucks. 

To do that, they implement certain 


phases of Operation Stack, which 
normally means closing the coast 
bound carriageway in stages be¬ 
tween Folkestone and Maidstone. 

The knock-on effect is that the 
smaller roads are forced to cater for 
extra traffic and that creates a coun¬ 
tywide problem. 

There are three phases - closing 
junctions eight to nine gives enough 
space for 2,100 lorries; nine to 11 
adds another 1,500, and finally 
shutting the London-bound car¬ 
riageway between eight and nine as 



READY: Stacked’s cast, left, and musician Yiannis Zaronis, above 


well creates space for 5,700. Rough¬ 
ly, it costs Kent Police just over 
£23,000 a week with just over 100 
people over 24 hours. 

The Kent-based Freight Transport 
Association estimates it costs 
Britain’s businesses some £250m 
a day as the 2.5 million annual 


freight movements are disrupted. 

Last summer, things were so bad 
in the heat, even Kent County Coun¬ 
cil was called in as driver-welfare 
became a concern, and together 
with the Red Cross, distributed 
18,000 bottles of water and 6,500 
meals. 



WWW. 


You could foster..... 

Would you like to make a difference in 
a child’s life, want to know more aboul 
fostering? 

Then drop in to Supported Fostering 
Services information sessions at 
Tharnesgate Shopping centre, 
Gravesend for an informal chat about 
fostering. 

01474 365500 




Tharnesgate Shopping Centre Monday 27th June to 
Gravesend, Kent DA11 0AU Thursday 30th June 

9am - 5.30pm 
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BBC adds value at roadshow visit 


It is the long-running series which for many is what Sunday evening television is all about. And Fiona 
Bruce and the Antiques Roadshow team welcomed thousands of visitors to the historic Ightham Mote 




By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


B ARGAIN hunters flocked 
to Sevenoaks last week as 
the Antiques Roadshow 
rolled into town. 

The BBC’s brought crews 
to Ightham Mote on Thursday to film 
two episodes of its flagship pro¬ 
gramme in front of thousands of 
visitors. 

Fiona Bruce and her team of ex¬ 
perts descended on the historic Na¬ 
tional Trust site as locals brought in 
family heirlooms and other items of 
interest to be valued. 

Dame Helen Ghosh, director gen¬ 
eral of the National Trust, was among 
those to visit on the day, see behind 
the scenes and take part in some of 
the filming action, while Len Good¬ 
man, judge of Strictly Come Dancing, 
who lives nearby, also made a guest 
appearance. 

Bernadette Gillow, general manag¬ 
er of Ightham Mote said: “We wel¬ 
comed nearly 4,000 visitors on site 
for the filming day and it went with¬ 
out a hitch. 

“It was a true team effort and com¬ 
munity event, involving more than 
100 staff and volunteers and various 
local community groups including 
Ightham WI and the catering stu¬ 
dents of West Kent college running 
the tea tent. 

“A really special day, one to re¬ 
member”. 

Simon Shaw, BBC Antiques Road¬ 
show series producer, said about the 
experience of filming at Ightham 
Mote: “We are incredibly lucky to 
work at such magical places on the 
Antiques Roadshow. 

“Your wonderful team made us feel 
so welcome and it was a joyous expe¬ 
rience for us to be with such a fantas¬ 
tic and well led group.” 

The programmes are due to be 
broadcast sometime in the late au¬ 


COST: The lure of getting your family heirlooms valued by the experts from the BBC TV show proved too much for many as huge crowds turned out 


tumn and/or early in the next year. 

Last year, a leather jacket that be¬ 
longed to former US President John F 
Kennedy, and is now owned by a Deal 
man, was valued on the show when it 
visited Walmer Castle. 

The jacket’s owner, Canon Carl 
Arvidsson, told the programme how 
it was handed down to him by his fa¬ 
ther, whose best friend had family 


connections with Swedish aristocrat 
Gunilla von Post. 

Antiques Roadshow is something 
of a regular visitor to the county, with 
episodes also filmed at Leeds Castle, 
Hever Castle and Chatham’s Historic 
Dockyard in recent years. 

In 2015 nearly 35,000 people at¬ 
tended Antiques Roadshow over the 
course of the year. 


ACTION: Fiona Brue and co will be seen in the episode broadcast later this year. All pictures: ADAM SWAINE 
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^ BAYPOINT LAUNCHES 
Mi*t 6 WEEKS OF SUMMER 



Baypoint is back and bigger and better than even , , 11111 

Team building and corporate offers. '-1111 f ■*!|jj]Jj 

External cycling and running clubs welcome. 

FOOTBALL • BASKETBALL • SQUASH • BADMINTON • PICKLEBALL 



For further details contact us today 

www.baypointclub.co.uk 

Baypoint Club, Ramsgate Rd, Sandwich CT13 9QL 


T: 01304 700 064 • E: summer@baypointclub.co.uk 
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FRENCH 

PROPERTY 

EXHIBITION 


SHNSOflfQ BV 

BLEVINS FRANKS 

INTERNATI 0NAL TAX 4i WTAITH MANAGEMENT 


The largest, most informative 
French property event in the UK 

Olympia Central, London 
16th - 18th September 


■ Browse from thousands of properties for sale throughout all regions of France 

■ Attend the free and informative seminar programme covering all aspects of buying in and moving to France 

■ Get free advice from the legal, financial, tax and currency experts 


Register for FREE TICKETS at www.fpeolympia.com 


38 Week ending June 26,2016 


kent-life.co.uk www.kentnews.co.uk 


























BRIGHT: The castle, near Edenbridge, has a new garden exhibition in addition to its remarkable array of roses and other blooms 


Caste aarde 




ooms tor its 



snecia week 


Historic Hever Castle opens its gates for its annual In Bloom event this Monday 


» Email us details of 
your event to: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 
Tel: 01233 653476 

* 

Follow us @KOSMedia or 
www.kentnews.co.uk/leisure 


I T WAS easy to miss the official 
start of summer this week, as 
we once again dodged the rain 
clouds and savoured what lit¬ 
tle sunshine was on offer. 

But the wet weather and bursts of 
sunshine are at least ensuring some 
of the county’s finest gardens are 
blooming in style. 

And no more so than at the his¬ 
toric Hever Castle, which this week 
will throw opens its doors for its 
Hever in Bloom event. 

Running from June 27 to July 3, it 
will showcase the gardens at the 
childhood home of Anne Boleyn. 

Among its glorious displays will 
be selections of some of the finest 
roses and summer blooms. 

There will be free guided tours, 
taking approximately one hour, led 
by the Hever Castle gardening 
team. 

Explains a spokesman for the 


castle: “The tours will allow 
visitors to learn about many of the 
plants grown throughout the 
grounds and the fascinating 
history of the gardens. 

“Visitors can then head inside 
the castle to see stunning English 
floral displays decorating many of 
the rooms.” 

At this time of year the gardens 
are at the height of their summer 
beauty. 

The walled Rose Garden is 
planted in blocks of colour from 
palest pink to deep crimson and 
rich purple. Varieties range from 
the Alba and Bourbon to Hybrid 
Tea and Floribunda including our 
very own ‘Hever Castle Rose’ 
(Horquinsey) launched by the 
actress and regular visitor to the 
castle, Dame Judi Dench. 

In addition, there will be daily 
workshops taking place through¬ 


out the week giving the chance to 
learn the ropes of floristry; 
creating a hand tied post to take 
home using a variety of flowers. 

Workshops take approximately 
45mins to 1 hour, cost £12 per 
person and can be pre-booked 
online in advance. 

In addition, there will be a series 
of easy to understand gardening 
talks and demonstrations given by 
the Hever Castle Royal Horticul¬ 
tural Society tutors on gardening 
topics such as medicinal plants, 
poisons and potions, trees, 
arboriculture and shady garden¬ 
ing. Talks take place at 1.30pm 
and 3.00pm on Half Moon Lawn 
and vary daily. 

Adds the spokesman: “We also 
have Astors’ Garden Legacy, a new 
garden exhibition which brings the 
rich heritage of Hever Castle 
gardens to life. 


“Tracing the development of the 
gardens from Tudor times to the 
present day, this interactive garden 
exhibition in the potting shed fuses 
archive imagery with informative 
display panels and modern 
technology.” 

Hever Castle’s gardens were laid 
out between 1904 - 1908 by 
Joseph Cheal and Son to display 
William Waldorf Astor’s unique 
collection of Greek and Roman 
statuary collected while he was 
American Ambassador to Italy. 

Gardens open at 10.30am; the 
castle opens at noon. Last admis¬ 
sion is 4.30pm and the final exit 
6pm. 

Admission prices - castle and 
gardens: Adults £16.50, seniors 
£14.40, children (5-15) £9.30. 
Family ticket £43.60. For further 
details see the website: hevercastle. 
co.uk or call 01732 865224. 
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with a trial subscription to Kent Life 
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Sound of summer set to take 
to the streets of county town 


Drummers whip up a Deal 

THE Mugenkyo Taiko Drum¬ 
mers will perform as St 
George’s Church on July 8 as 
part of the Deal Festival. They 
are the UK’s only professional 
touring taiko group with a high 
energy production. 




BEAT: The hugely popular samba band Bloco Fogo will be performing in Maidstone next Saturday 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


S INGERS, dancers and 
artists will deliver a 
splash of colour over the 
streets of the county 
town next weekend as 
the Maidstone Summer Festival 
kicks off. 

Following on from last year’s 
successful Maidstone Parade, the 
one-day festival will take place 
across the town centre. 

Organised by One Maidstone, 
the town’s community interest 
company (CIC), its committee 
chairman Ken Scott said the event 
should be something everyone in 
the district can be proud of. 

He explained: “Last year’s pa¬ 
rade was a great success and this 
year’s festival promises to be even 
bigger and better, with a whole af¬ 
ternoon of entertainment, music 
and dance. It should bring busi¬ 
ness into the town and prove great 
fun, both for those watching and 
those taking part. Hopefully there 
will be sunshine too.” 

Shops have been asked to deck 
out their windows in bright col¬ 
ours next Saturday as local talent 
takes to the streets. 


Three samba bands, three dance 
schools, singers, school groups and 
baton twirlers are among those 
planning to take part in displays at 
venues around the town. 

Much of the action will take 
place in Jubilee Square with other 
dance and music displays in 
Brenchley Gardens, Fremlin Walk 
and St Faith’s Street. 

There will also be ‘wacky bikes’ 
in Brenchley Gardens, a street art¬ 


ist in Jubilee Square and face- 
painters in two locations, plus a 
variety of street entertainment, in¬ 
cluding yarn bombing, balloon 
modelling, stilt walkers and magi¬ 
cians who will roam the town 
throughout the afternoon. 

Maidstone Baton Twirlers will 
be joined by Bloco Fogo, Old School 
Samba and the Maidstone Gram¬ 
mar’s Baterias Not Included and 
seven local musical bands. 


In addition, there will be headline 
performances from Hobo Jones and 
the Junkyard Dogs and Get Inuit, 
Rhonda and the Great Unknown and 
the popular local folk band Larkspur. 

Other performers include the 
Margaret Preedy Dance School, 
Mandy Ellen Performing Arts and 
Irish folk dancers from Frydays 
Academy. Activities get under 
way from noon and continue 
through the day until 4pm. 


Hook at Hythe Festival 


THE Hythe Festival runs from July 1-10, with 
organisers saying it will be bigger and better 
than ever before. 

Events take place around the town, culmi¬ 
nating in the Seafront Spectacular on its final 
day which includes a performance of Hook by 
the Brockhill Park Performing Arts College. 


'Free' Dreamland a big hit 

CROWDS at Dreamland in 
Margate doubled last weekend 
as it celebrated its first birthday 
by making the park free to 
enter and pay-to-ride. 

More than 14,000 attended 
with opening hours extended. 



Jazz star's theatre night 

STAR of the 2014 Birmingham Jazz Festival, 
Rachel Hutchings, will be playing in Folkestone 
on Tuesday night. 

The performer, whose voice has been 
compared with the legendary Billie Holiday, 
performs at the Tower Theatre in Shorncliffe 
with the Cliff Hall Trio. 


Want to love your job? 


Kent Community Health 

NHS Foundation Trust 


NHS 


Being a community nurse isn’t just a job, it’s a way of life. We 
know that the people who work at Kent Community Health NHS 
Foundation Trust are talented, dedicated and inspiring; that’s 
why we believe you will want to join us. 

If you share our passion for excellent patient care, we want 
to hear from you. Whether you are newly qualified, more 
experienced or are interested in returning to practice, we’ll 
have the perfect match for you. 


We provide wide-ranging NHS care for people in the community, 
in a variety of settings. We are one of the largest NHS community 
health providers in England, serving a population of about 1.4 
million across Kent and 600,000 in East Sussex and London. 


will want to work for us: 


Here are six reasons why you 

• We listen to you, value 
you and want your career 
to flourish. 

• We provide excellent 
training opportunities. 

• We are committed to 
providing the best care 
we can for our patients. 


• We are rated ‘good’ by the 
Care Quality Commission. 

• We’re one of the top places to 
work according to the Health 
Service Journal. 

• We’re a foundation trust and 
have a Kent County Council 
Healthy Business Award. 



.because I know 
that I can make 


a difference. 


With us, you can. To find your perfect match visit: www.kentcht.nhs.uk/jobs 
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Diverse venues for the Bard 


WILLIAM Shakespeare’s All's 
Well That Ends Well will be 
playing at the likes of Hadlow 
College, Margate seafront and 
Biddenden Vineyard this 
summer - staged by the 
Changeling Theatre. 



Kemsinq date for folk trio 


FOLK trio Jaywalkers will be performing in 
Sevenoaks next month. 

The former BBC Young Folk Award finalists 
are touring their third studio album - Weave 
- which sees them further expanding their 
musical horizons at all levels. They play at St 
Edith Folk in Kemsing on July 1. 


From soap to whodunnit 

EASTENDERS villain Alex 
Ferns, who played the dreaded 
wife-beater Trevor Horn in the 
soap, will be at Dartford’s 
Orchard Theatre in whodunnit 
Rehearsal of Murder, running 
from September 19-24. 


Opera screening on beach 

RAMSGATE Festival floats into view at the end 
of next month - coinciding with the town’s 
sailing regatta. 

Events run from July 23-31 with bands, 
parades, stalls, art, walks, talks and storytelling 
all on the agenda, plus a screening of the opera 
Eugene Onegin on the beach. 



Wedding Singer tour 
has X Factor ingredient 



By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


T HE cast for the eagerly 
anticipated touring 
production of The 
Wedding Singer 
musical has been 
confirmed, ahead of it swooping 
into three local theatres next year. 

Based on the hugely successful 
hit movie, which starred Adam 
Sandler and Drew Barrymore, the 
musical has proved a big hit with 
its soundtrack from the 1980s and 
slick comedy. 

The show will play a run of 
shows at Dartford’s Orchard 
Theatre, the Churchill in Bromley 
and the Assembly Hall in Tun¬ 
bridge Wells during 2017. 

Among the line-up for the 
production will be X Factor star 
Ray Quinn and Hi De Hi’s Ruth 
Madoc. It also features West End 
favourites Jon Robyns and Cassie 
Compton and former Emmerdale 
star Roxanne Pallett. 

Robyns plays the main role of 
Robbie Hart, fresh from his 
performance in Legally Blonde as 
Emmett Forrest. 

Set in 1985, it follows the 


fortunes of New Jersey wedding 
singer Robbie Hart. When his own 
fiancee dumps him at the altar he 
makes every wedding as disas¬ 
trous as his own. 

Can sweet natured Julia 
(portrayed by X Factor finalist 
Compton) and her best friend 
Holly (depicted by Waterloo Road 
star Pallett) lure Robbie out of the 
blues and back into the limelight? 
Or is he going to see her head off 
down the aisle with Wall Street 
bad boy Glen (played by X Factor 
runner-up Quinn)? 


Comedy veteran Ruth Madoc 
joins the company as Grandma 
Rosie. 

The Wedding Singer 2017 UK 
tour, which features many of the 
hits performed in the original 
movie, is directed and choreo¬ 
graphed by Nick Winston. 

The show plays in Dartford from 
March 21-25, before heading to 
Bromley from August 1-5. A 
month later it returns to the 
county for a string of shows in 
Tunbridge Wells from September 
5-9. Tickets are on sale now. 



ORIGINAL: Adam Sandler in 
the hit movie 



ORIGINAL: Drew Barrymore 
was Julia in the film version 
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TO ADVERTISE YOUR RESTAURANT 
HERE PLEASE CALL 01233 653461 


SOUTHGATE 


ELECTRICAL 

SERVICES 

Rewires, alterations, 
aerials, alarms, FREE 
quotations. ‘Fully qualified’ 

For enquiries call 

01227 712790 
07889 895394 

min eik min eho 

I DOMESTIC SS 
APPROVED CONTRACTOR INSTALLER |~J 





Advertise your 
open day in 
our Education 
Supplement 
September 
edition 

Call Jerry on 
01233 653461 
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ow to create a aarden kind to doas 


owners 


Ever get put off creating a green-fingered masterpiece for fear your pets will dig it up? This may help... 


A WARD-winning garden 
designer Paul Hervey- 
Brookes has three dogs - 
two Spaniels, Honey and 
Arthur and a Japanese 
Chin called Nina - none of whom 
have yet trashed his beautiful garden. 

But then Hervey-Brookes is confi¬ 
dent that you can easily share your 
space with your pooches without 
having them dig up the lawn or eat 
your prized flowers. 

His show garden, A Dog’s Life for this 
year’s Hampton Court Flower Show 
should give owners food for thought. 

Features include sniffer tracks weav¬ 
ing through the herbaceous borders for 
dogs to forage and sniff out treats, a 
woodland area which incorporates a 
ramp over a raised wall for agility, 


while leaf litter areas within the plant¬ 
ing allows dogs to dig and scratch. 

“Arthur is a bit more boisterous 
than the other two and likes to run 
around and run through things, 
which is what gave us the idea of 
making these little weaving paths,” 
Hervey-Brookes explains. 

“The damage that was happening 
was accidental, because of his excite¬ 
ment, so we looked at how we could 
accommodate that in a way that 
keeps the garden looking attractive, 
not ruined.” 

Honey likes rolling around in the 
gravel or on grass, while Nina enjoys 
foraging for little chews and treats 
which her master leaves hidden for 
her to find in the garden. 

“She’d find them and chew and have 



HAPPY: Select the right plants and 
it can keep your pets content 


a little sleep, just to help calm her 
down. We used a lot of planting in the 
garden which has that calming quali¬ 
ty, like lavender, so that going out for a 
walk became much more of a place 
where they run and bound. Going into 
the garden is much more gentle exer¬ 
cise. There’s a bit of training there.” 

His dogs have been trained to do 
their business at a particular point on 
a gravel path, which makes it easier 
to clean up. 

Amateur gardeners could make 
raised beds incorporating tunnels un¬ 
der them, so their dogs have things to 
run through. “As long as that inquisi¬ 
tive characteristic is being channelled, 
the chances are they’re not going to 
get bored and just dig in one place. 

“Dogs don’t destructively dig things 


up just for the sake of it. If a foliage is 
scented, they might rub up against it 
or have a little nibble, but nine times 
out of 10 that’s as far as it goes. 

“It’s about thinking sensibly. If 
you’ve got alliums which are a bit 
fragile, don’t plant them right at the 
front of the border, let them grow 
through something like a woody 
shrub, so there’s less risk of damage.” 

Retain a good structural backbone of 
shrubs, which will keep the garden 
looking neat all year round, he advises. 

“Use robust, hard-working peren¬ 
nials which are going to have a long 
season of interest and don’t mind tak¬ 
ing the odd knock. There’s no point 
using very delicate plants which your 
pet might damage because you’re just 
going to get cross with the dog.” 


Chatham’s comedy gig 

BRIDGEWOOD Manor Hotel will host 
the latest outing by the Comedy Club 
Chatham on Friday, July 8. 

Three comedians will perform on the night 
with tickets, costing £25, including a 
two-course meal. 

Doors open at 7pm and the comedy 
performers take to the stage at 9pm, followed 
by a disco. 

For details see www.thecomedyclub.co.uk. 


Charity’s summer fair 

I ELLENOR is holding its annual summer 
fair on July 9 - a fun-filled day giving 
the charity the chance to raise vital funds for 
its services caring for families facing 
terminal illness. 

The fair runs from 1 lam to 3pm at Ellenor’s 
site in Coldharbour Road, Gravesend. 

There will be stalls and entertainment 
throughout the day; visit the website www. 
ellenor.org/events for more details. 


Life begins again at 50 

TV STARS Jan Leeming, from Deal, 
Tunbridge Wells’ Rosemary Shrager 
and Dr Hilary Jones from Sevenoaks will all 
be appearing at the 50+ Show at London’s 
Olympia between July 15-16. 

The event ‘celebrates maturity’ and is the 
largest exhibition of its kind for the over-50s and 
those wanting to make the most of their lives. 

Admission is free if registering in advance 
online. 


Solid gold of the 1960s 

THE Searchers, Brian Poole and the 
Tremeloes, Wayne Fontana, PJ Proby 
and special guests from the US, Gary Puckett 
and Union Gap pay homage to the 1960s in a 
tour heading our way later this year. 

They perform at the Central Theatre 
Chatham on September 24, Margate’s Winter 
Gardens on October 7 and Dartford’s 
Orchard Theatre on October 9. 

Tickets for the dates are available now. 







I lari p' hi* J urv lira ticLa .4 jincx 

Adult £5, Child £3. 
Family £1 i 
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Medieval Fayre 

Kith & 17th July 
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Motor Madness 

20th & 21 st August 

In Ihc international arena: 
* llie Rity-il Nij-wU White Helmet* 
- Mbln StunJLs 


and we [lie Mctti'irr." display 

JkliesspitT ridrs ■ Simulator 
Fjtt^njund ■ Truk stands. 
Children's ueLivllLn* 

Food ■ Bur * live I f itlHC 


Mew this yearly 

Lit* nkuiipc an IJm- >.iim iiu-i nkuht nl fach n-tvnt with food, bar anil fbJrarnnndl. 

i-iijMblbrfLIii Iiu iht'nNUhiiilliJ - ■ |m - 'i.lc 1 ,m» I'KKE rfiUfc, !n ihr i-.Eiml ,1 ul i j-jlnli u ill n 

^iiEi :m [-nm'll jiii l i.lrl> vrpLiP-ali'ly mi lira 

Ajmi'U ii lt [UPbiPic ieir IIhw jEi ri ulniu iiu rvinr. flit cad fehuLiuin prirfhJViL 
FiwdrUil* rrfllir uri-MHijJ; llrw up f>*rhrtli ilium. Nin* s iIIpk<-1phip iinI Ik M t.ln win: 
w -and wkliKlMf w^nMiruIxu. uk 


ftci p up Kip JjEr trilb jil l lir idt imi 


CIILjI 


Sutlbltfk'hi Sbi n^ijufiul * AjilH.wd.SaiMJP¥fciLlUMLeTi;i , AI|l * U llUri flUCVI 




...gardening services in 

London on localsearch24. 


Localsearch24 
business database 
October 2014 


local search 24.co.uk 

you' butted bed directory 


STATIC CARAVAN FOR SALE 

COMBE HAVEN - EAST SUSSEX 



2007 WILLERBY RICHMOND 
£12,500 inc 2016 site fees! 

Hastings, East Sussex, TN38 8BZ 
1 Hour from the M25 
Gym, Sauna, Jacuzzi, Sea Views, 
Indoor & Outdoor pool + loads more! 

Call OLLIE on 07745507851 

for more information 



Broome Park Golf Club I Barham, Nr Canterbury, Kent CT 4 6 QX 


FANTASTIC SPRING 
OFFER! 

A PIE + PINT + 18 HOLES 
£25 PER PERSON 

(MAX 2 TEE TIMES) 

Monday - Friday 
To book ring 01227 831126 
PLEASE QUOTE “Pie n Pint Special" 
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FOOD AND DRINK AWARDS 2016 


We are delighted to announce the launch of the Kent Life and Kent on Sunday Food & Drink Awards 2016 


Kent Life 

£Kent on Sunday 

FOOD&DRINKAWARDS2016 


Headline 

Sponsor 



A L A R I S 


N ominations are now 

being invited for the 
2016 Kent Life and Kent 
onSunday Food & Drink 
Awards. The awards 
dinner will take place at Ashford 
International Hotel on October 17 
from 6.30pm to midnight. 

The prestigious awards, which 
launched in 2013, are designed to 
champion, highlight and offer a 
showcase to the great and the good 
of the region’s food and drink indus¬ 
try, including local producers and 
suppliers, small farming businesses, 
chefs, restaurants, pubs, cafes and 
hoteliers. 

All will be people who care about 
the countryside and the future of our 
local environment. 

The companies included will all be 
nominated by you, our Kent Life and 
Kent on Sunday readers. 

We want to know if you’ve enjoyed 
a fantastic meal at your local pub or 
have been impressed by the produce 


and service at your neighbourhood 
farmers’ market or farm shop. 

The nomination form is available 
here and will be repeated. It is also 
available to complete online at 
kentfda.co.uk, where you can read 
more about the awards and see pic¬ 
tures of last year’s winners. 

Entries close on August 7. Our 
handpicked panel of high-profile 
judges who all live or work in Kent 
will then select a shortlist, starting 
the independent judging process 
where finalists will be visited or 
interviewed to determine a worthy 
winner in each category. 

All finalists will be invited to the 
prestigious awards ceremony, where 
they will enjoy a reception and 
three-course meal with wine before 
finding out if they are a winner. 

This is our fourth Kent Life and 
Kent on Sunday Food & Drink 
Awards and we are immensely proud 
to be able to offer you once again the 
opportunity to reward and recognise 


the deserving businesses within our 
local food and drink industry that go 
above and beyond expectations. 

These awards are what you make 
of them so if you are the owner of a 
restaurant, a chef or local producer 
then spread the word among your 
clients, customers and visitors. 

It takes no time at all to make your 
nomination. You can email, post or 
nominate online. 

We are looking for quality over 
quantity, focusing on good com¬ 
ments rather than simply the 
number of nominations received, so 
everybody is in with a chance no 
matter how big or small their busi¬ 
ness. 

■ Don’t forget to let us know 
when you have made your rec¬ 
ommendation on our Twitter 
page @kentlife and 
@KOSMedia by using #kentfda 
- similarly, if you are looking 
for nominations, please use 
this hashtag 




Kent Life and 
Kent on Sunday 
Food & Drink 
Awards 2016 
Nomination Form 

Nominate your Kent food and drink 
favourites by using this form or email 
us at kentfda@archant.co.uk 

Please post your entry form to: 

Food & Drink Awards 2016. 

Archant Kent, 

Kent House, 81 Station Road, 

Ashford TN231PP 

Or you can email us at: 

kentfda @ archant.co.uk 

Copies of the form and posters to 
advertise your entry are available_at 

www.kent-life.co.uk and at 
www.kentnews.co.uk. 

The closing date for entries is 
Sunday, August 7, 2016 

Name. 

Address. 


Email. 


By entering your details you will be 
automatically added to the Archant database, 
Archant will contact you with relevant offers 
and you can unsubscribe from this at any time. 
If you would prefer not to be contacted, please 
state ‘no offers’ on this form. 


Newcomer of the Year 

Independent food or drink retailer 
of the Year 

Sponsored by Illuminate Skin Clinic 

Who?. 

Cafe of the Year 

Sponsored by Clive Emson Land & Property 

auctioneers 

Who?. 

Sponsored by K Sports 

Who?. 

Where?. 

Where?. 

Where?. 

Why?. 

Why?. 

Why?. 




Food Producer of the Year 

Sponsored by Motorline Maserati 

Who?. 

Drinks Producer of the Year 

Who?. 

Farm Shop of the Year 

Who?. 

Where?. 

Where?. 

Where?. 

Why?. 

Why?. 

Why?. 




Farmers 1 Market of the Year 

Pub of the Year 

Restaurant of the Year 

Sponsored by Perry's Chartered Accountants 

Who?. 

Sponsored by Eastwell Manor 

Who?. 

Sponsored by The Foxhunter Park 

Who?. 

Where?. 

Where?. 

Where?. 

Why?. 

Why?. 

Why?. 




Chef of the Year 

Customer Service of the Year 

Kent Food & Drink Hero of the Year 

Sponsored by the Canterbury Auction Galleries 

Who?. 

Sponsored by Fenwick Canterbury 

Who?. 

Who?. 

Where?. 

Where?. 

Where?. 

Why?. 

Why?. 

Why?. 
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FOOD AND DRINK AWARDS 2016 


NEWCOMER OF THE YEAR 


Clive L smart ‘ 


ii 

| This popular 

- 1 category is 

open to anyone 
in the food and drink industry who has 
started a new venture within the last 
18 months. 

We want to know what impact they 
have made on the local community 
and if they have started to achieve 
any success further afield. 

Are they helping to promote Kent 
food and drink to a new audience or 
have they found a new way to pro¬ 
mote an old favourite? 


INDEPENDENT FOOD OR DRINK 
RETAILER OF THE YEAR 


part of the Kent food and drink scene. 
Who makes the best tea and coffees, 
serves the nicest cakes and biscuits and 
the freshest scones? Are the sandwich¬ 
es freshly cut and liberally filled? 

Most importantly, are most of the 
ingredients locally sourced? We look 
forward to hearing your favourites. 

FOOD PRODUCER OF THE YEAR 

MAsfitM. ™! category cele- 

Mulortii* brates our local prod - 

_I cuers. 

We are looking for 
someone who consistently provides 
both top guality local produce and 
service to their customers. 

We are also keen to hear of any in- 



1 This celebrates that 

If they're doing something new, 
we'd like to hear about it. 

Ferry! 

iLltumfi: 

special food or drink 
shop that we all 
treasure. 

So if your local baker, grocer or 
farmer delights then please let us 




know. 



The retailer who includes wonder¬ 
ful local produce in their offering and 
knows where all their stock comes 
from to make that special link be¬ 
tween field and plate. 

Our winner will have a special 
'must-have' range as well as making a 
real contribution to their local com¬ 
munity. 

Paying a visit to their shop will be a 
treat in itself. 

CAFE OF THE YEAR 

This category has changed 
from the previous Tea Shop 
jptwrs of the Year to include places 
that also specialise in coffee! 
Tea and coffee shops are an integral 


DRINK PRODUCER OF THE YEAR 

This category celebrates our local 
drink producers. 

Whether it's gorgeous Kentish fizz 
or delicious juice, we want to find the 
producers who play such a vital role in 
the county's food and drink economy. 

We want to know who you think 
makes the best drink, alcoholic or not, 
in the county, and what it is that 
makes it so special. 

We are keen to hear of any innova¬ 
tions, so if they're doing something 
new, for example, introducing a fabu¬ 
lous new flavour, then we would like to 
all hear about it. 


FARM SHOP OF THE YEAR 

A good farm shop needs to have that 
extra-special something to tempt 
farmers away from their local super¬ 
markets. 

Are the staff friendly and knowl¬ 
edgeable, is the range of produce and 
the layout of an excellent standard, 
does your local farm shop offer a box 
scheme? 

Is most of the produce sold there 
grown or raised on that farm, or near¬ 
by and if not would the owner be able 
to tell you where it is from? 

Nominate your favourite farm shop 
now. 

FARMERS' MARKET OF THE YEAR 

The key to a good 
farmers' market 
Market is not only 
the range of pro¬ 
duce and the guality 
of its stalls but also the principles 
that it supports - for example, does it 
work as a co-operative with other 
farmers? Is most of the produce sold 
there grown or raised locally? Are the 
stallholders welcoming and knowl¬ 
edgeable? ? Let us know so we can 
tell everyone the best place to go. 

PUB OF THE YEAR 

^ A good pub these 

I days has to offer 
more than a warm 
welcome and excel¬ 
lent ale. We're look¬ 
ing for an inn that also offers deli¬ 
cious locally-sourced food, fantastic 


customer service and real value for 
money. Pubs are genuinely the hub of 
their local community. 

If you know a great one, even if it 
isn't your local, let us all know. 


RESTAURANT OF THE YEAR 

The Kent Life and 
Kent on Sunday 
Restaurant of the 
Year needs to offer 
an incomparable 
dining experience, from the ambience 
to the service and most importantly 
the food. Is it locally sourced? Do 
they support local producers and are 
they recognised on the menu? Do 
they have local as well as internation¬ 
al wines and champagnes and can the 
staff tell you more if you ask? 

CHEF OF THE YEAR 

Kent is bless¬ 
ed with some 
outstanding 
chefs working in a fantastic array of 
restaurants. The Chef of the Year 
should be someone who has devoted 
him or herself to serving the best pos¬ 
sible food. They'll demonstrate tech¬ 
nical ability, use of seasonal ingredi¬ 
ents, presentation of the food and an 
understanding of how flavours work 
together. Above all, we are looking for 
passion - that magic ingredient that 
defines true greatness in the kitchen. 


Thrl’^NTEWIL'IW 

jlLi.iluh tiAM/mi 

f.lATlWHT'rifcftfr ,*J- 



CUSTOMER SERVICE OF THE YEAR 


f5wich| 


Most of our awards 
recognise customer 


service in some form. This category 
celebrates this vital element for its 
own sake. 

Do you know a person, organisation 
or establishment that offers fabulous 
service that goes above and beyond 
what you expect? 

We all know excellent service when 
we have received it, now is your 
chance to get it recognised. If you 
know a person, company, producer, 
pub, shop or restaurant that is a 
delight to deal with, then let us know. 

KENT FOOD AND DRINK HERO OF 
THE YEAR 

Kent has a food and drink scene that 
is among the most vibrant in the UK - 
as you would expect from the Garden 
of England. 

As well as being blessed with some 
of the final local produce around, the 
county also has a variety of fantastic 
eateries located in local towns and 
villages. 

This category will be celebrating 
the individual who has made a posi¬ 
tive impact on the county's food or 
drink community. 

Do you know someone who goes 
the extra mile in order to help pro¬ 
mote Kent to a wider audience? 

Someone who has show that they 
are passionate about local produce 
throughout? 

Now is the chance for you to nomi¬ 
nate your very own Kent Food and 
Drink hero and give them the recogni¬ 
tion that they deserve. 

Get in contact with us and let us 
know who you think would be a worthy 
winner. 




tfununeA 

fry, the, 


Oihjt Qaptaui Qiqfity 

The Captain Digby is an award winning family restaurant in Thanet and one of the most 
popular places to visit all year round. The Digby caters for couples and families alike 
with fantastic views overlooking Kingsgate Bay for the adults and an indoor play area 
for the children. It’s well worth a visit, a warm welcome awaits. 

The Captain Digby, Kingsgate, Broadstairs, CT10 3QH 

www.captaindigby.co.uk I 01843 867 764 


JaAtaA O’suqate 

The historic Tartar Frigate is one of the only 18th century flint restaurants in Kent. 
Widely renowned as one of the best seafood restaurants in Kent, the Harbour restaurant 
boasts stunning panoramic views over Viking Bay in Broadstairs. If seafood isn’t for 
you then you can take advantage of the extensive menu, which also includes mouth 
watering traditional dishes from around the world. 

37-39 Harbour St, Broadstairs, KentCTIO 1EU 

www.tartarfrigate.co.uk I 01843 862 013 


JPie &ut/i£e 4 - QidoenA. 

Welcome to the The Charles Dickens Pub. One of the largest pubs in Broadstairs, with 
the main bar downstairs serving great pub food, fine wine and ales and the Copperfields 
restaurant and bar upstairs commanding excellent views of Viking Bay. The chef’s 
menus contain classic British ingredients, many of which are locally sourced and 
cooked with a modern twist. 

5-6 Victoria Parade, Broadstairs CT10 IQS 

www.charlesdickensbroadstairs.co.uk I 01843 600 160 


TegmM Bay Hoiet 

In our bar/restaurant, we have mouth watering fare to please every palate. With a 
selection of Roast dinners being offered alongside our main menu, come and indulge in 
our home cooked delights and enjoy the views across the bay. Adjacent to the Pegwell 
Bay Hotel is our Sir Stanley Gray bar & restaurant, which can be accessed by a unique 
tunnel which runs under the road! 

81 Pegwell Rd, Ramsgate CT11 0NJ 

www.pegwellbayhotel.co.uk I 01843 599 590 
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Princes 

— $ani>wh:ii BAV. KENT — 

THE BRASSERIE ON THE BAY - ON SANDWICH BAY 


s mk 


INSPIRED BY LOCAL LLAVOURS 

T: 01304 611118 

E: reservations@princesgolfclub.co.uk W: www.princesgolfclub.co.uk 
Prince’s, Prince’s Drive, Sandwich Bay, Kent CT13 9QB 
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THE WHITE 
HORSE INN 



Come and visit the newly refurbished White Horse Inn at Bridge. 
Dating back to the 16th century, this former coaching inn is located 
on the old London to Dover Road just 2.5 miles south of Canterbury. 

Sample the delights of our bar and restaurant menus developed by 
our new chef, with the focus on fresh, flavoursome, locally sourced 
ingredients. Choose from our extensive and recently updated range 
of cask ales, ciders and wines. 

Relax and enjoy the ambience of a traditional pub, with beamed 
ceilings and roaring fires. Open every day, with ample car parking 
at rear. We look forward to welcoming you. 


T: 01227 833830 E: info@whitehorsebridge.co.uk W: www.whitehorsebridge.co.uk 


Summer fun at the Captain Digby 

Enjoy the Summer with a family visit to the 
Captain Digby. There’s lots of activities to keep 
the kids happy including our indoor and outdoor 
play areas. 

The award winning restaurant is perfect for 
couples and families alike and is one of our most 
popular places to dine all year round. 

Book your table now on line to avoid 
disappointment or call on the number below 




The Captain Digby Kingsgate 
Broadstairs, CT10 3QH 

Tel: 01843 867764 
www.captaindigby.co.uk 


THORLEY TAVERNS 



0ne60 is the new International al la carte restaurant in Tonbridge, 100 
meters north of the Tonbridge castle, owned by brothers Roland and Roy. 
The menu created by Roy, the head chef, has been influenced by his time 
spent in New Zealand, Goa, Coastal Africa and London. 

Wine and dine at One60 and enjoy the ambience and sumptuous food 

Opening times: Tuesdays - Saturdays 

Lunch: 12:00-14:00 
Dinner: 18:00-22:00 
Sunday: 12:00-14:00 

Drinks available from 17:00 - an exclusive range of high quality wines 
available at reasonable prices 

For our menu, check out our website: www.one60.uk 
Bookings: Call 01732 369 244 or email enquiries@one60.uk 
160 High Street, Tonbridge TN9 IBB 



The family warmly 

welcome you to 


Outside barbecue area, 
hog roast also available 


<c\v e 

V YALDING 



Atmospheric family 
friendly pub, outside 
events including a 
great garden for many 
uses including new 
fishing facilities and 
live music. 



Fishing facilities from our garden 

and all day fishing fc 1 U • UU 

Food served all day and a Sunday roast available 

All football showing 
%TSport sky SPORTS 

See our new website for more information on our lovely pub 

www.thegeorgeyalding.co.uk 


01622 814376 

The George Yalding Benover Road, Yalding, Maidstone, Kent ME 18 6EJ 
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PON GIOVANNI 

Open for lunch Friday, Saturday & Sunday. Open every evening except Monday 





57-59 Homesdale Road, Bromley, Kent BR2 9LB | 020 8460 5454 
info@dongiovannirestaurant.co.uk 


DODDINGTON PLACE GARDENS 

A great day out for all the family! 

Kentish Food & Craft Fair 

Live Jazz In The Gardens • Falconry Demonstration 

Sunday 3rd July 

Have A Taste Of Kent & Browse The Market 
Enjoy the wonderful ten acre landscaped gardens 




including a woodland garden & rock garden 


Open 27th March to 30th September 2016 


Sundays, Wednesdays & Bank Holidays 

>*. dj 

from 11am to 5pm 


Tea Room serving lunches, cakes & cream teas 


www.doddingtonplacegardens.co.uk Telephone 01795 886101 
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Eating ®ut Guide 


Brasserie on the Bay offers wonderful menu 


EVEN before you walk through the 
door, The Brasserie on the Bay at 
Prince’s Golf Club treats you to 
stunning views across Sandwich Bay 
and the cliffs towards Ramsgate, 
upon passing through our doors a 
genuinely warm welcome awaits 
you. 

Diners will enjoy the contempo¬ 
rary feel of the Lounge or the sunny 
terrace overlooking the golf course 
whilst they anticipate the wonderful 
menu to follow and savour chefs 
selection of canapes. 

Furthermore, chef Ricky Smith 
prides himself on his local approach 
to menus, inspired by seasonal 
Kentish produce, he works with local 
suppliers to ensure consistent 
quality. 

For example chefs signature dish: 
Nespresso Rubbed Locally Reared 
Fillet of Beef, hickory smoked mash, 
scorched onion puree, morel 
mushroom, young kale and served 



with a madeira jus. 

There is also an extensive 
Bar menu on offer featuring 
excellent local seafood including 
oysters and mussels or chefs 
homemade selection of burgers 
which will satisfy even the most 


voracious of appetites. 

Whether a lunch, dinner or Special 
occasion the Brasserie on the Bay is 
the ideal location for your dining 
experience, please call reservations 
on 01304 611118, or email reserva¬ 
tions @princesgolfclub.co.uk 



0 ne 60 boasts 
first class food 

IF YOU want a taste of first class 
international cuisine without having 
to travel far, then new restaurant 
0ne60 is the perfect dining destina¬ 
tion, owned by brothers Roy and 
Roland, One60 can offer you your 
classic dishes with a global twist. 

Being part Kenyan and part Goan, 
Roy and Roland have a great 
knowledge of working with interest¬ 
ing flavours - spicy goan prawns, 
Kenyan sweet and spicy nuts, 
Chicken Bombs and Goan Cheescake 
are not typically found in Tonbridge 
but thanks to the brothers locals can 
now enjoy such culinary delights. 

With locally sourced produce 
supplied by Ian Chatfield Butchers 
and Chapman’s in Sevenoaks for our 
fish, One60 have fresh food on their 
menu every day. Local wines 
produced by Ellis, who have been in 
business for 200 years, are available 
to accompany your dish and One60 
are supplied with exclusive bottles 
you won’t get on the High Street or in 
any other restaurant in Tonbridge. 

With good quality food, great 
service and a relaxed and welcoming 
atmosphere, the brothers are 
determined to give their customers a 
really great experience. 



ONE60: In Tonbridge High Street 









SERVICE: An award-winning family restaurant and bar overlooking Kingsgate Bay 


A warm welcome awaits you at 


he Captain 



in Broadstairs 


W ELCOME to the Cap¬ 
tain Digby! An award¬ 
winning family res¬ 
taurant in Thanet, it is 
one of the most popu¬ 
lar places to dine all year round. 

‘The Digby’ is a family-friendly bar 
and restaurant catering for all ages 
overlooking Kingsgate Bay along 
the coast of Broadstairs. Come and 


visit, a warm welcome awaits. 

Here at The Digby, we serve great, 
British, home-cooked food in both 
the bar and our restaurant. 

We pride ourselves on our dishes 
and our service. We have daily 
specials on the chalk board if you’re 
feeling adventurous, if not you can 
enjoy one of our regular favourites 
from one of our menus. 


You can reserve a table with our 
online booking. We look forward to 
your visit and we are sure you will 
enjoy yourself. 

The Captain Digby, Whiteness 
Road, Broadstairs, Kent, CT10 3QH. 
Call 01843 867 764, or fax 01843 
602 565. 

Alternatively, email us as digby @ 
thorleytaverns.co.uk 


East 



The Captain Digby 

Whiteness Road, Broadstairs, 
Kent, CT10 3QH 
Telephone: 01843 867 764 
Website: digby@thorleytaverns. 
co.uk 

Starter: DIGBY CRAB CAKES - 
breaded crab cakes with white crab 
meat, fresh dill & spring onion. Served 
on a bed of mixed leaves with lemon 
mayonnaise 

Main: TUNA STEAK - a 7-9oz tuna 
loin steak cooked on our char-grill. 
Served with your choice of chips, jacket 
or new potatoes & either vegetables or 
mixed leaf salad. 

Prince's Golf Club 

Sandwich Bay, 

Sandwich, 

Kent, CT13 90B 
Telephone: +441304 611118 
Website: office@princesgolfclub. 
co.uk 

Starter: Textures of Abbey Wild 
Garlic Panna cotta, crisp, pickled ramps, 
black olive & miso soil, smoked eel, 
Sauce gribiche 

Main: Local Texel Lamb Rack Black 
olive & anchovy tapenade, spring onion, 
pomme boulangere, aubergine, 
split lamb jus 

Dessert: Ginger Parkin Sweet & sour 
rhubarb, rhubarb sorbet, creme 
patissiere 

0ne60 

160 Tonbridge High Street, 

Kent, TN9 IBB 

Telephone: +44 (0)1732 369 244 
Email: enguiries@one60.uk 

Starter: Chicken Bombs - marinated 
diced breast with a spicy batter served 
with 0ne60 Hot Sauce 
Main: Slow-braised Lamb Shank 
in Red Wine with Dauphinoise 
Potatoes and braised Red Cabbage 
Dessert: Affogato - 
vanilla Ice-cream topped with 
Espresso shot and a choice of Ligueur. 
Choose from Frangelico, Amaretto, Tia 
Maria or Amarula 

S____ r 
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Send us your views. 

Write to: Kent House, 

81 Station Road, Ashford, 
TN23 1PP 

Email: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

Twitter: 

@kosmedia 


Please include your name and 
address, although these will be 
withheld in exceptional 
circumstances, and a daytime 
phone number for verification 
(this will not be published). We 
reserve the right to edit all letters. 


Dreamland is now 
on the right tracks 



Just what has 
Manston done? 


FOR any other commercial 
venture, if private and public 
money had been pumped in and 
yet still it failed, failed to turn a 
profit, failed to prove attractive to 
investors, then the thought of a 
public campaign demanding its 
survival would be unheard of. 

Yet for some reason, Manston 
Airport is seen as some sort of 
lynchpin for east Kent - that 
without it Thanet would collapse. 
Well, just where are all the jobs 
and prosperity it was supposed to 
have brought us? 

The Turner Contemporary and 
Dreamland has done far more for 
the area than Manston ever has... 
and even Dreamland seems unable 
to turn a profit either. But at least 
that has potential, you feel, if in the 
right hands and its terrible looking 
branding given a modern day 
makeover. 

Manston’s days as an airfield are 
over and should remain so. It’s 
time to move on. It’s also time for 
the people of Thanet to come to 
realise that if they genuinely 
thought voting for a right wing 
party like Ukip would be the 
answer to their dreams, then they 
have been taught a very harsh 
lesson in terms of putting their 
faith in a party who would say any¬ 
thing in a bid to seize power, only 
to realise they are not equipped, or 
ready, to deal with it. 

T Long, 

Ramsgate 


AT last, common sense has 
prevailed; the entrance fee to get 
into the Dreamland amusement 
park in Margate has been taken 
away, and pay-per-ride has been 
introduced (KoS, leisure pages, 
last week). 

I can remember Dreamland in 
its hey day; I spent a great deal of 
my youth there. 

I don’t do rides, but I loved the 
atmosphere and lots of my 
friends did go on the rides. 

Instead, I played on the side 
shows. 

There was a painting booth 
where you squeezed paint on to 
paper that was spinning, and 
made the most incredible 
pictures. 

This, along with lots of other 
booths, were all being paid for as 
you used them. 

To my memory, it all started to 
go wrong when it changed to 
Bembom Brothers, and they 
started to charge to go in. 

The whole atmosphere 

It’s all gone quiet 
over here... 

BY the time KoS appears this 
weekend, the results of the 
referendum will be known. 

I just wondered how your 
regular letter writers would cope. 
Every week they have engaged in 
open warfare over the key issues. 
Will they accept defeat/victory 
gracefully or will the debate 
continue? 

I’m not normally a gambling 
man, but I’d wager they will 


changed as a result, it wasn’t the 
same. 

I was in Margate some three 
weeks ago, and was going to go 
in to Dreamland. 

However, to start with, there 
was no-one in any of the 
entrance booths, so no-one to 
give out any information, and I 
wasn’t going to pay to go in to go 
on nothing. 

There was also a family there 
with children who I got talking 
to. They also completely agreed 
with me about the situation, 

So listen up you people that 
are running it, now we have it 
back please don’t let us loose it 
again. 

Get the sideshows and the 
booths going again. 

If you want to get us ‘old 
faithfuls’ back, plus those that 
didn’t know it before, they are 
not going to pay to come in if it is 
an unknown entity, 

Jean Osier 

Staplehurst 

struggle to stay quiet and continue 
to tell anyone who listens that their 
opinion is the only right one. 

I’m almost looking forward to it. 

Kay Townsend, 

Gillingham 

Support for the 
older generation 

AN estimated 85 per cent of older 
people with depression don’t get 
any help from the NHS - this figure 
is deeply worrying. 

That’s why at Independent Age, 


the older people’s charity, we want 
to encourage more older people in 
the south east to seek help and 
tackle this serious issue. 

To help older people and their 
families do this, we have brought 
out a new, free guide called Dealing 
with Depression. It provides 
practical information on what can 
affect mental health, when to see a 
doctor, where to go for help, 
staying well and how to help 
someone you’re worried about. 

Figures from the Royal College of 
Psychiatrists suggest depression 
may affect one in five older people 
living in the general community 
and two in five living in care 
homes. According to the Health & 
Social Care Information Centre, 
the proportion of people in contact 
with mental health services 
increases significantly after 70. 

However, older people are less 
likely to be diagnosed with 
depression, often because symptoms 
can appear different in older people. 
They’re also less likely to be referred 
for talking therapies, despite these 
being just as effective for them. 

Depression is not a normal part 
of ageing, and no-one should have 
to suffer alone if they have 
concerns about their mental 
health. There is help available, no 
matter how long you or an older 
friend or relative have felt like this. 
Our new guide will help you know 
where to turn. 

If you’re worried about yourself 
or a loved one, the Dealing with 
Depression guide is free to order. 

You can call 0800 319 6789 and 
order, or download it from www. 
independentage.org. The free 
Independent Age Helpline (0800 
319 6789) can offer advice on a 
range of older people’s issues so 
please do get in touch with any 
concerns. 

Janet Morrison, 

Chief executive, Independent Age 

Can you help 
forces charity? 

OVER 17,000 soldiers, sailors and airmen 
leftthe British armedforces in 2015 and 
the journey back to Gwy Street can be a 
difficult time for some of them,. 

The SSAFA armed forces charity’s 
mentoring programme works 
alongside the Army, RAF and Royal 
Navy, to pair up military service 
leavers with a mentor, as they navigate 
their first year outside of the Forces. 
SSAFA is looking to recruit members 
of the local community in Kent who 
can listen, support, motivate and 
inspire those who have served our 
country, as they make the transition 
back into civilian life. 

Karen Oldfield, 
Head of specialist services, SSAFA 
www.ssafa.org.uk/mentors 


KOS 10 GUIDING PRINCIPLES 


AS part of our commitment to providing the 
best service to you, we have produced our 10 
guiding principles 
Kent on Sunday will: 

1) Be available in every postcode in Kent. 

2) Be fair, accurate and balanced. 

3) Be written in clear, concise English. 


4) Not be overly sensational. 

5) Have a sense of humour. 

6) Have an easily understood division 
between news, comment and advertising. 

7) Seek to celebrate as well as constructively 
criticise. 

8) Highlight topical issues of concern to 


people living in the county. 

9) Spotlight individual cases which raise 
broader concerns. 

10) Champion causes that it feels are 
important to the well-being of the county and 
its people. 

We hope you enjoy Kent on Sunday. 
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Doddington Place 
Gardens 

by Maureen Gyles 

WIN GREAT TICKETS 
EVERY MONTH! 

IN February, March, April, May 
and June, if your picture appears 
on this page, you’ll be included in 
a monthly draw to win a pair of 
tickets to the Leeds Castle 
Classical Concert - one of the 
highlights of the year and which 
takes place on July 9. 

So send us your photographs 
today to be in with a chance! 

LEEDS CASTLE 

CLASSICAL 

CONCERT 

SUMMER 2016 

www.leedscastleconcert.co.uk 

To see your photograph printed, 
email editorial@kosmedia. 
co.uk, . Be sure to include your 
name, address and a contact 
telephone number. Unfortunately 
we cannot return any prints, and 
please do not send negatives. 




NEW 

PLOTS 

AVAILABLE^ 


S! GEORGE’S 

SHOPPING CENTRE 


n KEEP UPTO DATE WITH OUR LATEST OFFERS 


for all your new 
white goods and 
kitchen appliance repairs 


THE HEART OF GRAVESEND 
THE HEART OF YOUR FAMILY 


Serving our local community 
with a large and still growin 
selection of high street names 
and independent boutiques. 
With regular events held 
it is a day our for all the family. 

Visit stgeorgescentre.co.uk 


\ 


LUXURY LODGES FOR SALE 

NEW DEVELOPMENT 


Computer generated image of new lodge development. Homes shown with optional wrap around decking. 


If you’re considering a place by 
the sea, somewhere to enjoy 
for years to come, look no 
further than Alberta Holiday 
Park. Superbly situated on the 
North Kent coast the park is in 
a popular location, just a 
short stroll from the beach at 
Seasalter, near Whitstable. 


Be one of the first to reserve 
and own a beautiful lodge 
on our extended new and 
exclusive development of 2 
and 3 bedroom, fully furnished 
luxury homes. 


All the comforts of home and so much more! 


Modern holiday homes 

i!'U> £l6™995 

Own your own from under £265* a month 

Stunning luxury lodges 


Finance 

Available’ 

Ask aboutyour 
free credit check 


FREE 2016 Pitch Fees - on production of this advert 

• New and approved pre-owned models available • Priced ready to move in 
• Choice of location on park • Use of park facilities and entertainment included 

• 2 and 3 bedroom models available • Fully furnished throughout 

• Models can include double glazing and central heating • Parking 
• Add a spacious exterior veranda to create even more space! 


To arrange a showhome viewing call 

on 01227 200 993 

www.ParkHolidays.com/alberta-ownership 

Alberta Holiday Park, Faversham Road, Seasalter, Whitstable, Kent, CT5 4BJ. 




amt 


•Cash Price £16,995, deposit £1,700, balance to finance £15,295, charge for credit £6,905.69, total amount payable £23,900.69.84 monthly payments of £264.29. APR 11.9%. Finance subject to status. Terms and conditions apply. 
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holidays 


Call 

01895 833333 

for bookings 
and information 


Holidays offered by 
GN Holidays 
& Voyages 

Higher Denham, 
Uxbridge UB9 5EL 
ABTA NoY0291 -ATOL9362 

info@gnvoyages.co.uk 

www.gnvoyages.co.uk 

Open 9am to 5.30pm weekdays 
9.30am to 12.30pm 
Saturdays 

Closed Bank Holiday weekends. 






Railways 
ofThe Rhine 

Escorted Holiday by Rail 

10 Sept & 6 Oct, 2016 • Quote RT-KOS 

Discover the stunning scenery, romantic castles, lush vineyards and 
picturesque towns along the Rhine by rail, road and river. Staying in a four-star 
Rhine riverside hotel in Konigswinter, this holiday includes visits to historic 
Rudesheim, the Ahr Valley - a tributary of the Rhine and the heart of Germany's 
red wine country, a boat ride on the Rhine, a journey on the Cog Railway in 
Konigswinter and a trip on the Wuppertal suspension railway. 

INCLUDED: Escorted throughout • Return rail travel from London St Pancras or 
Ebbsfleet • 6 nights half board hotel in Konigswinter • All excursions and rail 
journeys ‘Transfers abroad 


Ferrari & Lamborghini - Live 
the Dream in Maranello 


Amsterdam to Bruges 
River Cruise 


Escorted Holiday by Air 

21 Oct, 2016 & 10 Mar, 2017 • Quote: FL-KOS 


Come with us to Maranello and Modena in Northern Italy - home to legendary 
Ferrari and Lamborghini sports cars. Our four-day break takes in all the sights 
of Maranello including The Ferrari Museum and the Fiorano Test Track. We 
will also visit the Enzo Ferrari and Lamborghini Museums in Modena. No trip 
to Maranello would be complete without taking a Ferrari out for a spin. Test 
drives are possible with a host of models to choose from. 

INCLUDED: Escorted throughout abroad • 3 nights B&B sharing a twin/double 
room at the 4-star Maranello Village Hotel plus 1 dinner • Admissions to: The 
Ferrari Museum, The Enzo Ferrari Museum PLUS guided bus tour inside the Fiorino 
test-track proving grounds and Viale Enzo Ferrari and The Lamborghini Museums 
• Return Easyjet flights London Gatwick to Bologna - hand luggage included • All 
transfers abroad 


Escorted Holiday by Rail or Air 

19 September, 2016* Quote: AB9-KOS 


Join us on our private charter of MPS Princess with great food and service and 
a fun and friendly atmosphere. We start in Amsterdam and have a full day and 
two evenings to explore before sailing to Kinderdijk, which has 19 windmills 
and a landscape straight from a Rembrandt masterpiece before heading for a 
harbour cruise in Rotterdam. Sailing into Belgium, we visit Antwerp - the 
diamond capital, and stunning architecture of Ghent before arriving in Bruges 
with a full day and two evenings to enjoy before returning to the UK. 
INCLUDED: Escorted return rail travel from London St Pancras or Ebbsfleet or 
return flights with luggage from a choice of UK airports - supp't may apply • 7 night 
cruise sharing a twin rear cabin on Main Deck - upgrades available • Beer, wine, & 
soft drinks served at lunch and dinner and from 6pm to midnight at the bar 

• Morning and afternoon coffee/tea • Buffet breakfasts and lunches • Dinner served 
at your table - 4 courses • Late night snacks • Captain's dinner - 5 courses 

• Entertainment • Transfers abroad • Services of our Cruise Director on board 


Join us in London for a super break including 2 nights in the 4-Star Guoman 
Tower Hotel, a cruise on the paddlesteamer Waverley and entry to the Tower 
Bridge Experience. The Waverley is the last sea-going paddlesteamer in the 
world and was completely restored in 2003 to her original 1940s style. 2016 is 
a special year for the Waverley, marking 70 years since her launch in 1946. The 
Tower Bridge Exhibition is a must-see London attraction allowing you to step 
inside the most famous bridge in the world. Explore it's iconic structure, 
spectacular views and glass floor - watch London life going on down below 
from 42 meters above the River Thames. 

INCLUDED: 2 nights accommodation at the 4-Star Guoman Tower Hotel next to 
Tower Bridge • 2 breakfasts • PS Waverley cruise Tower Bridge to Southend and 
return • Admission to the Tower Bridge Exhibition including glass floor 


Luxury London Paddlesteamer 
Cruise & inside Tower Bridge 

Self Drive 


24 Sept & 8 Oct, 2016- Quote: WS9/10-KOS 
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By Steve Loader 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


» Read more of Steve’s 
motoring reviews in... 

Kent Life 


ii For more cars visit 

drive24.co.uk 

Powered by mOTORS 






TO THE POWER OF 

500 : the little supermini 
(left) sparked FIAT’s 
revival.. .andits 
illustrious 1930s 
predecessor (right) 
helped build the original 
company 


AT enjoying 500 dividend 


BRAND UPDATE: Italian marque has soared with the number 500 and will 
add to that with halo and hatchback arrivals soon... 


F IAT’s favourite number is 500 or 
cinquecento. 

This figure helped build the modern 
day company when it adorned the 
Italian marque’s original 1936-vintage 
500 Topolino or ‘Little Mouse’ - a true ‘people’s 
car’ that helped Italians take to four wheels. 

Since then we have had two other significant 
500s, including the modern supermini that 
revitalised FIAT’s then ailing fortunes in 2007. 

Now seen by the brand as something of a 
talisman, the same number has also been applied 
to several funky and practical MPVs - the 500L 
series - and a classy crossover, the 500X. 

Backed by financial wherewithal derived from 
the 500, FIAT has also taken over and revitalised 
the American Chrysler group, looks to have 
finally come to grips with restoring Alfa Romeo 
to its rightful position as a premium sporting car 
brand, and is now addressing two further issues. 

The first is the creation of a true halo car or 
brand image maker, and the other is finding a big 
brother to the 500 to attack the VW Golf, Ford 
Focus and Vauxhall Astra family hatch sector. 

The former task seems settled: FIAT has looked 
to a glorious past again and recreated its 
beautiful 1960s roadster, the 124 Spider, by 
basing it on Mazda’s latest and possibly greatest 
MX-5. 

Using the Mazda’s legendary chassis and 


balance, plus an elegant bespoke design and 
FIAT group engines, the ‘Nuova’ Spider is 
priced from £19,545 - just £1,000 more than 
the equivalent MX-5. 

Arriving at about the same time, the new 
hatchback will revive the Tipo name applied to 


FIAT’s lacklustre 1988 contender in the same class. 

It will be a belated replacement for the Bravo, 
itself a namesake for a previous effort in the 
same territory, but the signs are good: the new 
Tipo looks sharply styled and competitively 
priced from £13,000. 
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THE NEW ALFA GIULIETTA. FUEL YOUR INSTINCTS 

Be seduced by the with an extended engine range, new exterior sports styling, and interior touches. 

Connect to your senses. The new Uconnect™ Live service keeps you connected to your world. Real time traffic reports, music, news and the latest social network feeds, 
will always be at your fingertips. Available with 0% APR Representative and £2,000 Alfa Deposit Contribution*. 

NORTHGATE CANTERBURY 1 WESTMINSTER ROAD, CANTERBURY, KENT CT11YY. 

TEL: 01227 208660 WWW.NORTHGATE-GROUP.CO.UK 


Model shown is New Alfa Giulietta 1.4 TB 120 hp at £18,975 0TR incl. Stromboli Grey Special Paint at £525. Range of official fuel consumption figures for the Alfa Giulietta range: Urban 29.7 - 60.1 mpg (9.5 - 4.7 l/100km); Extra Urban 
54.3-88.3 mpg (5.2 - 3.2 l/100km); Combined 41.5 - 74.3 mpg(6.8 - 3.8 l/100km). CO 2 emissions 157- 99 g/km. Fuel consumption and C0 2 figures are obtained for comparative purposes in accordance with EC directives/regulations and may not be representative of real-life drivingconditions. 
♦Customer deposit is £1,559. Optional Final Payment is £5,593. Contract Term is 48 months. Promotion available on New Alfa Giulietta 1.4 TB 120 hp at £18,975 OTR registered between 1st April and 30th June 2016. Alfa Deposit Contribution only available in conjunction with Alfa Romeo Preferenza PCP. With Alfa Romeo Preferenza you have 
the option to return the vehicle and not pay the final payment, subject to the vehicle not having exceeded an agreed annual mileage (a charge of 6p per mile for exceeding 6,000 miles per annum in this example) and being in good condition. Finance subject to status. Guarantees may be required. Terms and Conditions apply. At participating 
Dealers only. Alfa Romeo Financial Services, PO BOX 4465, Slough, SL1ORW. We work with a number of creditors including Alfa Romeo Financial Services. 



STAND OUT 

IN THE DARK 


Cherokee Night Eagle 

£339 I £2,500 I 0%APR 


Jeep Deposit Contribution 


Representative 


Day or night, the Cherokee Night Eagle attracts attention. With striking 18" black alloys, dark tinted windows and stealth gloss 
black grille and roofbars, it’s a car that turns heads in any light. And when night falls, the Cherokee will accompany you on your 
adventure with Black Nappa leather seats and 8.4" touchscreen navigation system. To find out more, visit jeep.co.uk 


Northgate Canterbury, 1 Westminster Road, Canterbury, Kent CT1 1YY. 
Tel: 01227 208660 www.northgate-group.co.uk 


Model shown Jeep Cherokee 2.2 Night Eagle 4WD 9 Speed Automatic at £37.495 OTR including Metallic Paint at £700. OFFICIAL FUEL CONSUMPTION FIGURES FOR THE JEEP® CHEROKEE DIESEL RANGE IN MPG IL/100KMI: EXTRA URBAN 53.3 (5.31 - 61.4 
(4.6), URBAN 37.7 (7.5) - 44.1 (6.4), COMBINED 46.3 (6.1) - 53.3 (5.3), CO 2 EMISSIONS: 160 TO 139 G/KM. *Customer deposit is £6,199. Jeep Deposit is£2,500. Total Deposit is £8,699. Optional Final Payment is £12,863. Contract Term is 48 months. Promotion available on Cherokee 2.2 Night Eagle 4WD 9 Speed 
Automatic registered by 30th June 2016. Jeep Deposit Contribution only available in conjunction with Jeep Horizon PCP. With Jeep Horizon you have the option to return the vehicle and not pay the final payment, subject to the vehicle not having exceeded an agreed annual mileage (a charge of 12p per mile for exceeding 10,000 miles per annum in this example) 
and being in good condition. Finance subject to status. Guarantees may be required. Terms and Conditions apply. Jeep Financial Services, PO Box 4465, Slough, SL1 ORW. We work with a number of creditors including Jeep Financial Services. Jeep® is a registered trademark of FCA US LLC. Jeep® is a registered trademark of FCA US LLC. 
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Skoda's outdoor star car - the Yeti 


It’s easier to track down Skoda’s ‘Abominable Snowman’ nowadays, thanks to 
clear divisions between city and country set Outdoor versions says Steve Loader 



C ONFIRMING the Skoda 
Yeti’s identity used to be 
as hard as tracking its 
namesake, the Abomina¬ 
ble Snowman. 

After launch in 2009, the Czech 
marque’s jack-of-all trades was 
variously described as a crossover, 
eco-friendly holdall, family wagon, 
sportsman’s rucksack, bullish 4x4, 
executive SUV, you name it... 

So Skoda sought to clarify matters 
in 2014 by launching a heavily 
revamped ‘New Yeti’ in two distinct 
guises: Yeti plain and simple and Yeti 
Outdoor. 

Both line-ups start from £17,210 
and both can still be had with 
all-wheel drive, but there are no 
prizes for guessing that the Outdoor 
features ‘funky chunky’ 4x4-style 
add-ons and a slightly higher ride 
height, plus steeper approach and 
departure angles for cross-country 
‘yomping’. 

Combine all that with a relatively 
modest £20,285 starting price for 
the Outdoor 4x4 versions and you 
get an impressive budget off-roader; 
even without a set of lower gear 
ratios, the Yeti has proven before that 
it can properly rough it off-road 
when fitted with 4x4. There’s even a 
hill descent feature to keep you 
straight on any steep terrain. 


Other tried and tested Yeti virtues 
remain: the practical boxy body - fea¬ 
turing trademark curvy front side 
windows - was always one of the most 
space-efficient and versatile in its sector. 

It boasts many clever stowage 
tricks and delivers an airy view out 

- a panoramic roof is also available 

- generous head and legroom, and 


three individual rear seats. 

These can be adjusted for rake, slid 
forward or backwards, and folded in 
various permutations. The 510-litre 
boot is expandable into a van-like 
cargo area of 1,760 litres. 

A high-lift, top-hinged tailgate 
also creates a useful rain shelter 
when ‘grandstanding’ and 



picnicking at events. 

The dashboard is typically and 
sensibly well arranged by Skoda, with a 
durable feel, and ride comfort and 
general on-road refinement is impres¬ 
sive for a car now in its latter years. 

And there is also a greater sense of 
style on the outside gained from 
Skoda’s latest corporate ‘clipped 


Skoda Yeti Outdoor 
SE Technology 2.0 
TD1150PS 4x4 DSG 


Price: 

from £24,055 

Driving appeal: 

★★★★ 

Image: 

★★★★ 

Space: 

★★★★★ 

Value: 

★★★★★ 

Running costs: 

★★★★ 

How green?: 

★★★ 

Best rival: Nissan Qashqai 


moustache’ grille, replacing the 
frumpy and curvaceous chrome- 
topped job on early Yetis. 

Our test car was a Yeti Outdoor in 
upmarket SE Business trim with 
2.0-litre 150PS (148bhp) diesel-a 
smooth yet powerful and economical 
partner to the 4x4 format. 

With the VW’s group’s smooth and 
efficient twin-clutch auto/manual 
DFG gearbox (£1,100 extra), this 
weighs in at £24,055. 

Badge snobs can puff their cheeks 
and exhale as loudly as they wish, 
but the Yeti carries it off rather well 
and looks excellent value when 
judged on merit. 

And if all this isn’t enough to 
silence diehard Skoda-knockers, there 
is the Yeti’s snappy on-road behaviour 
to admire too, with responsive 
steering, and well -mannered 
handling and cornering - even in our 
relatively high Outdoor version. 



01 JUNE-3 0 JUNE 

ZERO PAY 

DRIVE A WAY 

£0 DEPOSIT* 

£0 FOR 3 MTHS 


FIAT 500 POP 1.2 2016 

On the Road Price 

£11,050 

Optional Final Payment (incl. £10 fee) 

£3,685 

Fiat Deposit Contribution 

£750 

Total Amount Payable by Customer 

£11,561 

Customer Deposit 

CO 

Duration of Contract 

48 months 

Amount of Credit 

£10,300 

Initial Payment Holiday 

3 months 

Monthly Payment 

£179 

Rate of Interest (Fixed) 

4.36% 

Representative 4.4% APR 


THE FIAT SALES EVENT. ANY CAR IN THE RANGE. ANY NEW CAR IN THE DEALERSHIP. ANY QUESTIONS? 



NORTHGATE CANTERBURY, 1 WESTMINSTER ROAD, CANTERBURY, KENT CT1 1YY. 

TEL: 0 1 227 828200 W W W. N 0 RT H G AT E - G R 0 U P. C 0 . U K 

Fuel consumption figures for new Fiat 500 range in mpg (1/100km): Urban 51.4 (5.5) - 68.9 (4.1); Extra Urban 65.7 (4.3) - 94.2 (3.0); Combined 60.1 (4.7) - 83.1 (3.4). C0 2 

emissions 110-88 g/km. Fuel consumption and C0 2 figures based on standard EU tests for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. Promotion available on new Fiat models registered from 1st June to 30th June 
2016. *£750 deposit contribution on New Fiat 500 Series 4 models. This promotion cannot be used in conjunction with any other promotion. Retail customers only. With Fiat i-Deal you have the option to return the vehicle and not pay the final payment, 
subject to the vehicle not having exceeded an agreed annual mileage (a charge of 6p per mile for exceeding 6,000 miles per annum) and being in good condition. Deposit Contribution is only available in conjunction with ‘Fiat i-Deal No Pay Drive 
Away’. Finance subject to status. Guarantees may be required. Terms and Conditions apply. At participating Dealers only. Fiat Financial Services, PO BOX 4465, Slough, SL1 0RW. All vehicle images are for illustration purposes only and may include 
options or body paint colours, which incur an additional cost. We work with a number of creditors including Fiat Financial Services. 
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i Kent on Sunday 






.co.uk 

IN-PAPER • ONLINE • ON MOBILE 


TO ADVERTISE: 

TELEPHONE: 01233 653461 

EMAIL appointments@kosmedia.co.uk 

ONLINE www.jobs24.co.uk/kent 



CANTERBURY: Sat & Sun 17-18 SEPT. 
ROCHESTER: Sat & Sun 1-2 OCT. 

Learn how to take blood 


TRAIN ASA 

PHLEBOTOMIST 


NATIONALLY RECOGNISED 

Certificate in Phlebotomy 

^ ■ Accredited Qualification 

* ■ Allied Healthcare 

Career Path 

N ■ No previous experience 
' required 

A ■ Two day course 

M ■ Small classes 

Formoreinfoor cTpnR19rO«A m 

to book online: WWW.gcUpdCc.com 

High demand for phlebotomists in: 


Hospitals - GP Surgeries - Clinics - Private Sector - Community 



Supply Teachers Direct 

FED UP WITH RIP-OFF 
AGENCY RATES? 

Register with Supply Teacher 
Direct and receive your full 
MPS with NO AGENCY CUT. 

info@supplyteachers.direct 
Tel 0333 210 0019 
www.supplyteachers.direct 

MUST HAVE DBS & QTS 


Lift Engineer 

required by 

TRADEMARK LIFTS SERVICES 

Must be NVQ 3 qualified to carry out 
servicing in the London and surrounding 
areas. 

Please contact Ian Flower 

E: ian.flower@trademarklifts.co.uk 
T: 01932 480768 M: 07504 908365 



WEIGHBRIDGE CLERK 

Full time, permanent position at our long 
established operation at Nepicar, Kent. 
Keyboard experience preferred 

Applications in writing only to Mrs J Fowler, 
J Clubb Ltd., Church Hill, Wilmington, 
Dartford, Kent, DA2 7DZ. 

Doing it right for over 80 years 


JOBS MATCHED 
TO YOUR CV 


Look local with 


bWWIX IWVUI 

lfflS24 



Go home today knowing 
you’ve inspired someone. 


Find a job you love in Kent with 


r A 


.co.uk 
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Sport 

Rouse still happy 
as Billings cover 

The wicketkeeper has impressed when called upon this year 



INJURED: Kent’s backup wicketkeeper Adam Rouse 


Cricket 


By Mark Pennell 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 


ADAM Rouse will be cursing his 
luck as he faces a month on the side¬ 
lines after suffering a double finger 
dislocation and fracture. 

Kent’s understudy wicketkeeper 
has provided solid cover for England 
international Sam Billings in recent 
weeks, leading the county champi¬ 
onship dismissals table at the start of 
the summer. 

The Zimbabwe-born gloveman re¬ 
turned to the county second string 
once Billings returned from IPL 
duty, but still accepted his demotion, 
albeit an expected one, with good 
grace and humility. 

“You could say I’ve had a bit of an 
up and down career so far, but 
there’s no doubt that during those 
first five championship games of the 
season I kept-wicket as well as I have 
at any stage so far,” he said. 

“My longest playing stint previ¬ 
ously was with Gloucestershire, and 
I felt I kept pretty well there too, but I 
got into a nice rhythm for Kent early 
on and felt nice and relaxed. 

“I knew what the situation would 
be regarding understudying ‘Bilbo’ 
and quickly got my head around the 
fact once he did come back. 

“He’s an international player fresh 
from the IPL, so of course he had to 
go straight into the Kent side, but at 
least I’d been able to show what I 
could do in the meantime.” 

Events took an unexpected twist 
for Rouse last weekend when, on 
Saturday, Billings took a blow on the 
thumb from Calum Haggett whilst 
netting with the Kent squad on the 


eve of their county championship 
match with Glamorgan. 

Rouse was recalled and made five 
first-innings catches but suffered an 
injury when using the bat. 

Billings will hope to start Kent’s 
four-day clash with Derbyshire in 
Canterbury from Sunday and is 


scheduled to remain with the 
county until their T20 Blast 
clash with Essex at Chelmsford on 
July 1. 

Rouse, meanwhile, will be hoping 
to bounce back from this setback 
and prove his worth for the remain¬ 
der of the season. 


Podium finishes for Sittingbourne speed teen 


Motorsport 


SITTINGBOURNE’S teenage racing 
sensation Luke Hopkins secured 
podium finishes in both his Team 
Green Junior Cup races in Cheshire 
last weekend. 

Lining up seventh on the grid in 
the first race on Saturday, Luke, 13, 
made a great start moving up to 
third in his class. 

On the fifth of the eight lap race, 
Luke had to take evasive action 
when braking into Hislop’s chicane 
in order to avoid another rider, and 
though he managed to re-join the 
race without difficulty he lost 
valuable time from the front 
runners and found himself two 
seconds behind going into the final 
lap and had to settle for a respect¬ 
able third placed finish. Race two 
kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 



LUKE: Photo by John Manclark 


saw him shoot into the lead as the 
lights went out, finishing the first 
lap 0.775 seconds ahead of a 


chasing group of three other riders. 
Unable to break-away however, these 
four riders battled throughout the 
second race, but it was Luke that held 
the lead. 

On the final lap of the race the 
leaders came across some back 
markers and Luke was held up 
which enabled Joey Lambden to take 
the lead and snatch victory from the 
Sittingbourne rider at the line. 

Having led almost the entire race 
it was cruel luck that denied Luke 
his second win of the season. 

He said afterwards: “In race one I 
made a good start, but on lap six I 
had to avoid another rider going 
into Hislop’s which cost me a lot of 
time but I recovered and I got a 
podium. 

“The positive thing is I managed 
to gain points on both the riders 
ahead of me in the championship.” 

East 


j_ V i. » Email sports@kosmedia.co.uk 

QpOlT iJlIO X IS or call Tom Pyman on 01233653477 


Gillingham to travel to 
Southend on first day 


GILLINGHAM will begin their quest for 
promotion from League One in the 
2016/17 season with a trip to Southend 
United. 

Justin Edinburgh’s side make the short 
journey to Roots Hall in Essex on Satur¬ 
day, August 6, before hosting Bury in the 
first home game of the season at Priestfield 
the following weekend. 

All eyes will be fixed on Medway when 
Charlton Athletic, with whom the club 
hold a historic rivalry, visit on October 22 
following their relegation from the 
Championship, before the Gills travel 
to The Valley for the return fixture on 
April 17. 

On Boxing Day, Gillingham travel to 
Peterborough, and host Chesterfield on 
Valentine’s Day. 

Fleetwood Town are the final visitors to 
Priestfield on April 22, with the Gills 
rounding off their season with a trip to 
Northampton Town on the final day. 

Meanwhile, goalkeeper Stuart Nelson 
signed a new deal at the club. BOSS : Justin Edinburgh 






STONEBRIDGE : Home of Ebbsfleet United 

Bubb re-united with 
McMahon at Ebbsfleet 


EBBSFLEET United have completed 
the signing of free-scoring striker 
Bradley Bubb from league rivals 
Oxford City. 

The striker, 28, was out of contract 
at his previous club having scored 18 
goals in the National League South 
and 24 in all competitions last 
season. 

A former OPR youth player, he 
then moved to Farnborough in 2009 


and helped them to promotion from 
the Southern League and, alongside 
current Fleet boss Daryl McMahon, 
was a key part of their run to the 
Conference South promotion final in 
2010/11. 

Bubb is also a Grenadian interna¬ 
tional having earned 10 caps in the 
CONCACAF Gold Cup and Caribbean 
Cup for the Spice Boys between 2010 
and 2012. 


Bellingham bags debut victory 


ORPINGTON’S Alex Bellingham got 
his Oueensbury Boxing League 
career off to a winning start at the 
weekend despite being thrown a late 
change of opponent. 

Bellingham, 22, was scheduled to 
meet Kasper Dudzinski on his debut 
in the televised boxing series, but the 
Pole withdrew from the showdown 
on the morning of the event, citing a 
damaged hand. 


Instead, Bellingham fought 
London prospect Jerome Prince and 
claimed a unanimous points victory. 

He said afterwards: “Prince was 
an unknown and also a southpaw 
which again was not something I’d 
prepared for. 

“But at the end of the day he’s got 
two arms and two legs and he was 
there to fight and he was a really 
good boxer.” 


Keep up-to-date with all Kent’s sports news via social media on: 

^ Twitter @KentSport x; Facebookwww.facebook.com/kentsport.3 
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Sumptuoi 
'wish... 
A real jo\ 

THE stage 


★★★★ 


THE STAGE 




THE 

MARLOWE 

THEATRE 


MON 25 - SAT 30 JUL 


<n ju 1 Si 


The perfect treat for the whole family. 


marlowetheatre.com 


(bkg fee) 


01227 787787 


(bkg fee) 
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